
 

 
 

Trinity Happenings 

WELCOME BACK FUNDAY! 

Join us on Sunday, September 11, following the 9 AM 

service, as we prepare to launch our Fall Ministry “Better            

Together campaign.” We will have food trucks, inflatables,           

activities, sweet treats, and so much more available for               

everyone to enjoy!  While you are here, you can participate in 

all the fun activities, learn more about the wonderful upcoming 

classes, service opportunities, and how to get involved.  Invite a 

friend and make plans to join us on September 11 – you won’t 

want to miss out on all the fun!  Watch upcoming bulletin         

announcements, as well as emails and FB posts, to stay up to 

date on everything going on at Trinity! 

COMMUNITY FOOD TRUCK NIGHT 

Invite a friend and join us for an 

evening of fun, fellowship & food! On 

Tuesday, September 20, from 5 

to 7 PM, the FFLYTeam will be            

hosting another Food Truck Night 

here at Trinity.  Bring your appetite  

and come support local vendors: Fork 

in the Road, Taco Fiesta Hinojosa, 

and Sweets on the Street Pop-up  

Bakery as they bring their delicious 

food right to our doorstep! Please 

contact Ann Miller or  Kyra Oaks with 

questions. 
Trinity Lutheran Church 

935 West Bigelow Ave 

Findlay OH 45840 

www.trinityfindlay.org 
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Community in Christ: We Are Better Together 

Greetings!  After a busy summer, as well as the scattering effect of the Covid              
Pandemic, we are so excited to welcome everyone back to regularly gathering this 
fall.  These past two years we have seen so much change and upheaval, but what 
has not changed is our need to nurture our faith lives through worship, Bible 
study, service to our neighbors, and fellowship with one another.  While we can 
certainly engage in these activities on our own, the Scriptures make it very clear 
that it is always better to do them together.  God never intended for any of us to go 
through our lives alone, and God’s church will only function correctly if we are   
fully connected to one another.   

St. Paul in his first letter to the Corinthians says, “Now you are the Body of Christ, 
and individually members of it. (I Cor 1:27)” As followers and disciples of Jesus, 
we are connected to one another.  Our church needs everyone’s participation and 
presence to truly function as God intended.  Even more, we need each other, for 
when one of us suffers, every member of the body suffers (I Cor 12:1).   

Throughout the past couple of years, there were many members of our                     
congregation who expressed to me how important their church family was to 
them.  Members felt the prayers of other members of this congregation as they sat 
by the bedsides of their loved ones in Hospice, struggled with a child’s illness, 
wrestled with feelings of anxiety and depression, or simply felt overwhelmed and 
isolated because of the pandemic.  Do you remember what it felt like to come back 
to in-person church or eating a meal in the Schutt Community Center again for the 
first time?  It was so good to be reunited, to have so many gifts being shared, and 
to feel the Spirit’s energy when we are with one another. 

At the same time, we also know that our schedules are once again in full swing, 
and it can be such a challenge to make time for worship, faith formation, and           
serving together.  There are simply so many other things that lay claim to our time 
and attention.  And yet, there are some significant reasons to place a priority on 
living and serving together: 

1. Whenever we gather, Jesus promises to be right there in the middle of us.  
There is no substitute for making sure that Jesus is at the center of our daily 
lives to guide, sustain, and comfort us. 

2. We need to be part of something bigger than ourselves, giving of our time and 
our talents in connection with others.  Jesus said, when we give away our lives, 
then we will really find them, especially in community with others. 

3. Jesus was also clear that it is not good for us to be alone.  There will come 
times in all our lives when we need to be loved unconditionally, supported by 
prayer, challenged to grow, and nurtured with Christ’s own presence.         

In a time when many churches are not only failing to thrive but also struggling to 
survive, we need to get back to the basics that the early church followed.  “And 
they daily gathered for worship with one another, shared what they had with one 
another, ate with one another, prayed with one another, and supported one              
another – and God added to their number daily.” – Paraphrase of Acts 2:44-46  

As we enter a new year of worship, growth, service, prayer and fellowship, may 
God draw us all together again.        
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NOTES FROM PASTOR WILL 

We Are Better Together Campaign 

We are Better Together is our theme this fall.  During our Education Hour 
each Sunday, beginning September 18, we invite you to be our guests for an 
engaging study of community.  Are there faces around church you don’t              
recognize? What do you know about the people who sit near you in worship 
services? What does the Bible say about living in community? How are you 
being called to participate in Trinity’s ministry?  These and other questions 
will be discussed as we explore the question, “What on Earth are we here 
for?”  Using materials from authors Rick Warren (The Purpose Driven Life) 
and Andy Stanley (Creating Community), we will spend time in groups                   
building relationships, reflecting on Scripture passages, and engaging in             
projects that will help us to focus on God’s will and purpose for our lives and 
our church. Join us as we get connected and experience community – for we 
are better together!   

Classes run from September 18 – October 30.  They will all be held in Luther 
Hall. 

Join us for Refreshments, Conversation, a Brief Bible Study, and Engaging 
Activities with a Group of other Church members. 

 
 
 
 
 

 

Building Upgrades and Updates 

Thanks to some excellent grants, TLC Preschool and Childcare has utilized 

funds this summer to redo the TLC playground.   

 

New Playground Filler 

Check out the new look of the TLC playground!  No longer will children come 

in from the playground covered in black dirt from the mulch.  Now, the             

playground is filled with inches of pea gravel that will not need to be replaced 

annually, which we were required to do with the wood mulch.  Our Childcare 

parents are thrilled, and this change will extend the season that the            

playground can be used, since we won’t have to worry about the messy spring 

thawing season.   

 

Updated, Energy-Efficient Lighting 

For some time, the church’s leadership has wanted to upgrade our old               

fluorescent lights throughout our facility.  Thanks to a grant, the Childcare 

has covered the cost of replacing the lights on the lower level of the building, 

while the property team is using some property savings in the operating 

budget, as well as previously donated funds, to replace the lights upstairs.  

Walk around and check out the difference the new lights make to the appear-

ance of our building.  Not only do they look good, but they should save us 

thousands of dollars each year in electrical costs.  We are blessed! 

           “We are better together—in the community with our church family” 



It is the people of  the church that really make a difference. 

A LETTER FROM OUR COUNCIL PRESIDENT 

A few weeks back, my wife Belinda signed our family up to conduct worship at the 
Taylor House Assisted Living facility.  Christine Reasoner has organized this neat   
outreach opportunity for Trinity as a way to “fill-a-gap” in our community and             
connect with others.  My wife did all of the leg work in terms of organizing the                
service, selecting the readings & music, and preparing the sermon.  She is wonderful 
at these sorts of things.  My role was to simply show up, read my highlighted parts, 
and share my love of Jesus through singing and fellowship.  It was such a fulfilling 
experience for our entire family!  I’m always reminded that there is really nothing 
better than seeing people smile and sincerely thank you for the attention and               
friendship.  I’m sure my kids were impacted as well.   

Our entire staff at Trinity continues to find ways to serve and connect, both at church 
and in our community.  Many of our members participate in countless ways at TLC 
and I sincerely thank you all for this.  If you or your family have time in your                
schedule to participate, more hands are always welcome between Food Truck nights, 
Chopin Hall Food Drives, Property clean up days, and weekly service assistants.  
Trinity is always looking for more help, but more importantly, you may feel called to 
help and the return will certainly be more than you might expect.  We have a          
beautiful building that we call our church, but truly it’s the people of the church that 
really make a difference.  Thanks for all you do to contribute.  Have a great Fall! 

“Sitting Down, Jesus called the twelve and said, “Anyone who wants to be the first 
must be the very last, and the servant of all.” – Mark 9:35   

God’s Peace, 

Charlie Ernst, Council President   

A NOTE FROM THE DIRECTOR OF STUDENT & FAMILY MINISTRY 

Well, summer has flown by, and here we are with the 2022-23 school year about to 
begin. As with school, a new program year here at Trinity brings me feelings of joy 
and excitement; but along with those “good vibes” comes worry, anxiety and fear of 
failure.  After months of prayer and planning focused around Family & Youth              
Ministry we will begin to introduce new opportunities for families and youth to serve 
in our ministry here at the church.  These ideas have grown around our church-wide 
theme for the Fall, which is Better Together.  Working with Pastor Will, the Worship 
Team, and this theme of Community in mind, we will be introducing a new              
opportunity to youth and families that are in our Confirmation program.  As part of 
our Living Lutheran/Worship Service curriculum model, our youth and their 
families will be serving as Worship Leaders during our 9 AM services once a month. 
This opportunity involves families learning what it takes for us to gather together as a 
community of believers and to serve during worship on a Sunday morning.  These 
families will work together to serve the congregation.  This will be a learning process, 
and it will take all of us as a community of believers to offer not only support and            
encouragement, but also grace and forgiveness. In my work with our youth I am           
constantly alleviating fears and worries that come from “making mistakes” and             
people being upset with them.  You may hear me tell all students – “It’s ok to make a 
mistake! That is how we learn!” and I truly believe that. No one is perfect; in fact, we 
are a community of imperfect believers….yet God calls us together to encourage, love, 
support and care for each other despite those imperfections.  So as we all work 
through this process, please consider offering smiles and gentle encouragements            
rather than be quick to respond with a sharp word or judgement.  And if you have                
concerns or thoughts, please reach out to myself or Pastor.  I look forward to seeing 
how this new opportunity will go along with our values of Equipping, Loving,              
Connecting, and Adapting as we continue to be God’s people.  Amen! 
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What is the best way to begin a new school year? For many needy students in           
Hancock County that means having a new pair of shoes. Through Christian Clearing 
House, Project Happy Feet  provides a pair of shoes through a dollar-limited           
voucher system. In 2021, approximately 1,000 pairs of shoes were provided under 
this program. Knowing that the need is great in our community, the T.A.P. team was 
able to supply thirty students with new shoes.  This was  only possible due to the 
generous support of the congregation and our commitment to supporting children 
and families in our  community and county. Thank you, Trinity! 

Calling all students, parents, teachers and those who work in our school  systems!  Join 
us on Sunday, August 28, at 9 AM, for our Back-to-School Blessing.  Come a few 
minutes early so that your backpack and/or bag can be placed up by the altar.  During 
the service, we will offer a blessing over all the bags that will be carried by students and 
staff.  The congregation will also surround and pray for all our students, parents and 
teachers as this new school year begins so they feel God’s comforting and supporting 
presence as they walk through their days.  Following the service, we will have backpack 
decorations and tokens for students to choose from as well as a special treat for all 
teachers.  We hope to see you soon! 

BACK-TO-SCHOOL BLESSING 

PROJECT HAPPY FEET 

MEMBERS CARING FOR MEMBERS 

At Trinity, we are a loving, caring, and giving congregation. Are you in need of a ride to 
run errands or go to the doctor, recovering from surgery/injury, or need the support of 
respite? OR do you have the time and gifts to provide any of the above services? Please 
join me in sharing “with the Lord’s people who are in need. Practice                              
hospitality.” (Romans 12:13) Contact Christine with any needs, questions, or to             
participate, connections@trinityfindlay.org. 

A MESSAGE FROM THE TLC PRESCHOOL & CHILDCARE BOARD 
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As we prepare for a new school year, set to begin on Tuesday, September 6, we have a 
lot to be thankful for!  Our enrollment is at capacity, finances continue to be strong, 
and our summer enrollment and programming was full for a second year.  Our              
Director, Kari Panning, continues to work with her wonderful and talented staff to           
offer not only age-appropriate learning, but to do so while cultivating an inclusive,  
nurturing, loving and Christian environment.  Through a state grant, needed                    
improvements have been made to the playground, lighting, Wi-fi and more.  This grant 
has also allowed us to offer more up-to-date hands on learning opportunities for                  
students, as well as digital educational capabilities.  As we continue to celebrate 25 
years of offering this outreach to our community, we are so thankful for all that God 
has provided and continues to provide! His vision has far exceeded our                                 
expectations.  Parents and students alike are excited to join us here at Trinity!  From 
joy and excitement to attending weekly Chapel, to loud voices exclaiming God’s love 
during music with Ms. Angela, to families finding community and rest in our 
space….all are truly welcome!  We give thanks for the past 25 years, and look ahead 
with anticipation and excitement to see how this ministry will continue to be revealed. 



 WORSHIP AT TAYLOR PLACE 

BACK-TO-SCHOOL FOOD COLLECTION 
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Students will be returning to school soon.  For many students, school is the 
place where they receive the majority of their daily food intake.  Some  students 
will continue to struggle with food insecurity.  The TAP team is reviving a             
program that was started prior to the pandemic by providing  certain food 
items to local schools.  Beginning Sunday, August 21, and ending on  
Rally Day, September 11, the TAP Team needs your help.  As a                               
congregation, we will collect breakfast and snack items for the following 
schools: Northview,  Bigelow Hill and Findlay Preschool. The team has set 
goals for the items that are needed: 

• 100 boxes of granola bars 

• 70 boxes of cereal (Cheerios, Fruit Loops, Apple Jacks, Lucky Charms) 

• 30 boxes of Pop Tarts  

• 75 bags or individually packaged mini pretzels, Cheez-It’s or Gold Fish 

• 60 packages of applesauce cups or fruit cups 

Please, no products containing peanuts due to allergic reactions.   
Items can be placed in the shopping cart located between the doors in the front 
entrance during church office hours. Help us meet our collection goals for 
those students in our community who are food insecure.         

Thank you…..Trinity TAP Team 

Every other month a few members of Trinity and some of the residents at            
Taylor Place enjoy singing hymns, listening to passages from the Bible, hearing 
a message of hope, and share  the Sacraments. The next visits will be Sunday, 
September 25, and November 27, at 12:30 PM. Become a part of an awesome 
team that rotates responsibilities and uses their gifts to CONNECT, show 
LOVE, and share God’s promises to the residents of  Taylor Place Assisted          
Living! For more details or to sign-up, contact Christine Reasoner, Director of 
Connections, connections@trinityfindlay.org or call the church office. 

FIRST COMMUNION  

Plans are underway for First Communion classes here at  Trinity this Fall!  If 
you have a child, or grandchild, age 3rd grade or older who is interested in 
learning more and receiving instruction for this Sacrament, please contact Ann 
Miller at annm@trinityfindlay.org, by September  6.  Those students who            
complete classes will receive their First Communion on Sunday, October 23, at 
the 9 AM worship service. 

mailto:connections@trinityfindlay.org


 Have you Downloaded the Church Center App? 

How can You Connect and Show Love to All of God’s 
Children? Identify and Share Your Gifts! 
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We invite you to fill out a quick interest & giftedness survey by scanning 
the QR code with your phone’s camera or requesting a paper copy.  

 

For questions or to request a paper copy of the interest & spiritual gift 
survey, contact Christine Reasoner, connections@trinityfindlay.org. 

Stay Connected with Members through the online Directory, 

Upcoming Events, and Sign-ups. If you have not added your           

family to the online directory, the invitation can be resent to you. If you 

are having difficulty adding your family, please visit the tutorial on 

YouTube on our Trinity Facebook page from March 16 or contact  

Christine at connections@trinityfindlay.org. 

CONNECTING TO EACH OTHER AND THE COMMUNITY 

FROM CHRISTINE REASONER- DIRECTOR OF CONNECTIONS 

Romans 12:4-6: “For just as each of us has one body with many members, 
and these members do not all have the same function, so in Christ we, 
though many, form one body… We have different gifts, according to the 
grace given to each of us.” 

Equip—Love—Connect—Adapt 

COMMUNITY CONNECTIONS 

 Urgent Needs  

 Crisis Response 

 Educational 

 Food Security 

 Health Related 

 

 Mentoring 

 Physical Work 

 Skills Trade 

And More... 

To Find the MATCH to your time, passions, and gifts, 

use phone camera to scan QR code: 

QR code for  
Interest & Giftedness  

Survey 

QR code to find your 
MATCH 



 

MIDDLE SCHOOL/HIGH SCHOOL GROUPS 
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Our Middle School group (6th-8th grades) will begin Catechism classes in             

September!  This group will meet once a month, as we explore and learn more 

about – as Lutherans, how and why we worship the way we do.  During               

September/October, our High School Group will be participating in the                

congregation-wide, large group study taking place in Luther Hall following the 9 

AM service.  Our Middle School students are also encouraged to attend on those 

dates when we are not meeting as a class.  This is a perfect opportunity to be part 

of the bigger conversation as we look at ways to re-engage with one another and 

explore what it means to be Better Together!  The HS group will still go out for 

breakfast once a month on a planned ahead date that students decide on.  Parents 

with students in these groups have received more detailed  information.  Missing 

a communication? Contact Ann at annm@trinityfindlay.org. 

FALL CHILDREN’S MINISTRY UPDATE 

Fall sessions for Children & Youth Ministry Groups will begin on  Sunday,             

September 18!  Our group is pleased to announce some  exciting changes, as we 

continue to better meet the needs of this growing area.  There will be a Children’s 

Message offered once a month that will briefly introduce the lesson overview to 

the congregation before being released.  Following that, the elementary group 

(Kindergarten through 5th grade) will meet in Luther Hall from 9:05-9:45 

AM.  Our Toddler-Pre-K kiddos will get to experience Worship-N-Play twice a 

month from 9-9:45 AM in the middle school room!  All groups will rejoin parents  

during the Offertory through the conclusion of  worship.  Following the 9 AM  

service we will offer options for parents who wish to participate in the all-church 

group education time.  Those students who are older elementary are encouraged 

to attend the large group education time.  For those younger children and youth, 

we will either offer supervised free play time – or an opportunity to participate in 

a simple service project.  This will take place in the SCC gym.  All parents with            

children in these programs should have received an email with more details. If 

you have not – please reach out to annm@trinityfindlay.org.  We look forward to            

seeing all our students soon! 

STUDENT & FAMILY MINISTRY COMMUNICATION UPDATE 

Beginning in September, Ann will be using our new Church Center app for            

communication and reminders with all of our Children & Youth families.  In             

order for you and your family to have the most up-to-date information, and to 

stay connected, please be sure you have downloaded the app on your phone or 

tablet – and accepted the invitation to Join the Directory. Ann has sent several 

email invitations.  The process only takes 5-minutes, so please find a moment to 

open the email, watch the instructional video, download the app and accept the 

invitation….(IN THAT ORDER!!)  If you run into any problems, or cannot find 

the emails, please contact me ASAP! 



FALL FAMILY FUN! 
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PRAYER PARENT PROGRAM 

Are you interested in an opportunity to connect with a youth in our 

congregation and get to know them better?  Are you interested in 

praying for a youth?  If so, then our Prayer Parent Program could be a 

perfect fit for you!  The Children’s Ministry Group is currently looking 

for members interested in participating in this Ministry Outreach           

Opportunity.  No special skills are required. We believe that every 

youth will benefit by knowing that there is someone in our                      

congregation who is genuinely interested in knowing them and          

praying for them daily.  It is our goal to match every school age youth 

that we have at Trinity (Kindergarten through College) with a Prayer 

Parent.  To meet this goal, we need your help.  We currently have 

more than 70 youth on our roster!  A sign-up link has been emailed 

out.  Whether you participated last year – or are interested in joining 

us this year – please sign-up!  If it is your wish to stay with 

your student from last year, let us know when you sign-

up.  Please don’t delay!  The first opportunity that youth and Prayer 

Parents have to meet/talk with each other will be during our Back-

Together Kick-off event on Sunday, September 11. Contact Ann Miller 

at annm@trinityfindlay.org with questions. 

Plans are underway for some Fall Family Fun opportunities!  In late   

September/early October, we will have an organized group outing to visit 

Suter’s Corn Maze in Pandora, OH, as well as the NWO Pumpkin 

Train.  Whether you have kids, or are a kid at heart, these events are fun 

for everyone!  These are also great opportunities for youth and Prayer 

Parents to connect.  Please watch weekly announcements, as well as 

emails, for ticket information and full event details.  Questions?  Contact 

Ann Miller at annm@trinityfindlay.org. 

WELCA FALL GATHERING 

The  gathering will be held at Trinity Lutheran Arcadia, 18974 St Rt 12, 

on Saturday, September 24, from 9 AM to 1 PM.  If you are                

interested in going to this event, please call Trinity Arcadia by Monday, 

September 19, at 419-894-6330.  There is a cost for lunch—$7.00 each. 

The offering will be divided as follows: 1/2 to Synodical Treasurer, 1/4 to 

Conference Treasurer and 1/4 to Operation Christmas Child. 

PRAY on it, PRAY over it, PRAY through it! 

mailto:annm@trinityfindlay.org


MOBILE FOOD DISTRIBUTION—TAP TEAM 

HABITAT FALL BUILD—TAP TEAM 
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The next mobile food pantry will be Friday, October 7, from 1-4 PM. 
This is our fourth food drive this year. If you are interested in volunteering, 
please contact Karl Heaver, khjhah@aol.com. 

TLC will again have an opportunity to participate in a Habitat for Humanity 
Fall Build. We are scheduled to be on site Thursday, October 13, 8 AM–
Noon and 1 PM to ? for Spic & Span, dedication prep. We will also be 
providing hospitality which includes breakfast, snacks and lunch. Anyone 
interested in giving of their time should contact Mark Mueller at 
mark@mark-k-inc.com. 

CAMP FUN AT TRINITY 

Trinity Lutheran Church will be hosting ADAMHS (The Hancock County 
Board of Alcohol, Drug Addiction and Mental Health Services) Camp Fun 
program, on November 19. Camp Fun is a FREE day camp for youth (ages 
9-12 & 13-17) who have been impacted by addiction and/or   overdose. The 
purpose of Camp FUN is to provide positive encouragement and support to 
the impacted youth. 

PARDON OUR DUST! RENOVATIONS TO BETTER 
SERVE THE WORSHIPPING COMMUNITY 

New Storage Space for Worship and Music Ministry 
The Property Team is making quick work of converting the old men’s            
restroom by the worship space to a new storage room.  In the past, we did 
not have a place close to the sanctuary to store electronic equipment, music 
stands, microphone stands, etc. on the main floor of the building.  Now, we 
will have a dedicated storage space for all of this equipment. 
 
Newly Renovated Restroom will be Fully Accessible 
In the past, those with a wheelchair or walker would need to go all the way 
to the restrooms on the track. Now they will be able to use the fully               
accessible family restroom in the hallway by the main office.  Just a few 
steps from the back of the worship space, this will be a  convenient place for 
parents to change a diaper or someone to make a quick stop to use the            
facilities.  Thanks to our Property Team for dedicating a significant amount 
of their time and effort to this upgrade.  

DOLL & ME TEA—SAVE THE DATE 

Our popular Doll & Me Tea will return on Saturday, 
November 5.  Theme and event details will be released 
in September, so make sure you are checking                       
announcements for updates.  If you are interested in 
helping to plan or work at this event, please contact Ann 
Miller at annm@trinityfindlay.org 

mailto:annm@trinityfindlay.org


The simple act of caring is heroic… (Edward Albert) 
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CARE CALLER MINISTRY TEAM 

The Care Callers will help equip members to show love to their fellow 
church members, cultivate and nourish community by connecting with 
them through a phone call.  

The Care Caller Ministry Team Members will rotate responsibilities of 
calling about four families/members a week.  (At the end of 52 weeks, all 
members will have been called and prayed for.) The purpose of these calls 
will be to connect with all members, let them know Trinity is thinking of 
them, ask if they have any prayer requests, and let them know that we will 
be praying for them/their family at the next Sunday service. If the              
member has a prayer request, the care caller will forward that                   
information to the prayer ministry team- Pastor Andrea and Pastor Will. 
Anyone interested in being a part of the Care Caller Team, please contact 
Christine at  connections@trinityfindlay.org. 

STUDENT PASTOR PARTNERSHIP 

Over the past decade, there is a Rapidly Growing Shortage of Rostered 
Ministers available to serve in Lutheran congregations. Trinity                  
experienced this firsthand a few years ago, when it took nearly four years 
to find a new senior pastor.  Today, 30% of the churches in the Central 
Conference of the Northwestern Ohio Synod are without pastors, and that 
percentage is expected to reach 50% by next year.  There are a variety of 
reasons for this shortage, including the rapid retirement of many current 
rostered ministers, seminaries not graduating enough students, more 
graduates restricting their service to certain areas of the country, and 
simply fewer students who can attend seminary.  As a result of these            
realities, new models and new partnerships are needed.   

To meet these and other challenges, seminaries are now offering new   
models for seminary education that allow students to work in a               
congregation for pay throughout their seminary education process.  Our 
Synod has embraced a study/service model for seminary education, and it 
has become a leader in helping students find new ways to make seminary 
education a reality.   

About a year ago, Trinity was asked by the Synod to prayerfully consider 
participating in a Collaboration with Wartburg Seminary, the NWO Synod, 
and Trinity Lutheran in Arcadia to support a “Student Pastor.”   Our 
Church council has discussed and reviewed this opportunity and is               
interested in participating.  Thanks to the enthusiastic support of a current 
family of our church, the initial financial support from our congregation 
has been covered for this year.  We now have the opportunity as a              
congregation to help lead the way in supporting the preparation of a               
student who will be attending Wartburg Seminary this fall.   The details of 
this partnership will be disclosed at an upcoming congregational meeting 
on September 18 after the 9 AM service in Luther Hall .  The “Student           
Pastor” was introduced at the Joint Worship Service in August.   
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OTHER ITEMS AND EVENTS AT TRINITY 

Looking to Grow in Your Faith Life? Try Diakonia 
Growing in Faith is a community of followers growing in Jesus through classes, retreats, and mutual care.  A                 
two-year curriculum allows folks to move at their own pace through foundational and practical learning.  These  
classes allow you to take a deep dive into your faith, allowing you to grow in faith and gain a deeper understanding. 
How does it work? Participants will gather in person or on Zoom with members of congregations from across the 
Synod.  Participants take six classes per year, with each one lasting 5 weeks long.  Each individual session lasts             
approximately three hours, and they will be held in Findlay, though participants have the option of attending                 
sessions via Zoom.  Classes include topics such as: Old Testament, New Testament, Church History, Lutheran 
Creeds and Confessions, Worship Matters, Healthy Congregational Dynamics, Christian Doctrine, and numerous 
others. To sign up or gain more information, contact Pastor Will at pastorwill@trinityfindlay.org.     
 
Wedding Joy – Congratulations to the Wurster Family! 
Congratulations to Mrs. Elizabeth (Heyman) and Mr. Sean Wurster who were married at TLC on August 13.  Please 
remember this couple in your prayers as they begin their married lives together. 
 
Are you or someone you know interested in holding a wedding at Trinity?   
Trinity welcomes the opportunity to host your wedding in our lovely sanctuary.  If you know someone who is               
interested in exploring Trinity as an option for their ceremony, please have them contact the church office.  We can 
direct them to our Wedding information packet at www.trinityfindlay.org (resources) or connect them with            
Pastor Will.  Trinity’s facility is available for both members, as well as non-members (though some suggested           
donations may apply for non-members).  Our facility is also available for both the Rehearsal dinner and/or                 
reception for an additional fee.   
 
Baptisms Abound 
This summer, we were blessed to celebrate the Sacrament of Holy Baptism with multiple families.  We congratulate: 
  

 Nathan & Kailee Weiker on the baptism of their sons, Remington and Reagan, on June 19  

 Danielle (Dani) Weitzel, an adult who was baptized on July 10 

 Lauren and Travis Hare on the Baptism of their daughter, Gemma, on July 28    
 
The Gift of Baptism is Something That Anyone Can receive 
In the Lutheran faith, we believe that Baptism is God’s gift to us.  There is nothing that we need to do to earn this 
gift or be worthy of it.  All are welcome to receive it.  Do you know someone who would like to be baptized?  Would 
you like to discuss helping your child to receive the gift of Baptism?  If so, then reach out to Pastor Will at                   
pastor@trinityfindlay.org.  We would love to welcome everyone to receive this gift of new life.  
 
When One Family Mourns, We All Mourn 
This spring and summer, we gathered with the families of those who died.  We were blessed with the opportunity to 
give thanks for their lives, especially their new life in Jesus Christ.  We offer our condolences to the families of: 
 

 Al Bell (survived by his wife Judy) 

 Lori Fairbanks (survived by her husband, Ken Keith) 

 Mary Alice Imke (survived by her significant other, Paul Babcock) 

 Mark Settlage (the father of Kim Reichley) 

 Robert Thompson (survived by his wife, Mary Jane Sabo Thompson) 
 

May God bring peace to these families as they release their loved ones to the arms of Jesus, their Savior.  If you 
would like to make a memorial contribution in memory of any of these individuals, simply address the gift to Trinity 
Lutheran and make sure the memo indicates Memorial Fund.     
 
Does Your Family Know Your Wishes for Your Funeral or Memorial Service? 
Over the last few months, we have held multiple funeral or memorial services for those connected to TLC.  In many 
cases, the individual who died had made careful preparations for their death.  These preparations made things much 
easier for their families to plan their services, since they were fully aware of the wishes of the one who died.                 
Preparations include not only their will and things related to the services provided by the funeral home, but also the 
funeral or memorial service itself.  Often, people put off thinking about their death, failing to adequately prepare, 
because they don’t want to think about this unpleasant topic.  Unfortunately, that places a large burden on their 
family, when they are already dealing with all of the emotions that come with losing someone whom they love.  If 
you would like assistance with making arrangements with a funeral home or planning your service, call the church 
office.  One of our Pastors would be happy to help you talk about the things that you might need to consider.      
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2nd Antonia Ponx                                        
 Pam Fleck 
 

3rd Stephanie Wendt      
           
5th Sharon Essinger 
 

7th Tamera McKinniss 
 Sara Stenke 
 

10th Nathan Wonsetler 
11th Bob Essinger                                 
 Laurie Cody 
 

12th  Peggy Wendt 
 

14th Nicholas Sammet      
            
17th Roen Chenevey 
 Marna Mulroney 
 Kate Kramp 
 

18th  Karen Thomas        
              

19th Pete Rose       
 

20th Phil Koenig 
 Gene Schey 
 

22nd Janice Grubb 
 Robert Sammet 
 

23rd Jack Behnke      
             
24th Ann Miller                                                
 Hazel Reichley        
                   
26th Lorraine Sammet                                            
 Nancy Frederick 
 

27th Brad Johnson 
 

28th Darlene Knowlton 
 Erika House 
 

29th Jennifer Long                                     
 Erika Bishop                              
 Sidney DeLamatre 
 Travis Hare 
 

30th  Elijah Rodriguez 
 Elizabeth Wonsetler   

1st Rich Knowlton 
 Marc Bishop 
 

2nd Eileen Alic 
 Dennis Inbody 
 

4th RoiAnn Daniels 
 Tony Williams                                                       
 Paul Babcock 
 

5th Zach Campbell 
 Brian Hohman 
 Ryan George 
 

7th Jim Shank 
 

10th Sam Brisbin 
 

11th Nancy Koehler 
 

12th Jake Chenevey 
 Jeff Betts 
 

14th Lindsay Boulboulle 
 Drew Broerman 
 Donna Lee 
 

15th Brad Wendt 
 

16th Anna Kuhn 
 Karen Wallace 
 

18th Susan Frech 
 

19th Jay Simko 
 

20th  Larry Grove 
 

22nd Jodi Garver 
 Brie Lemire 
 Carolyn Strite 
 

23rd Vicki Russell 
 

24th Wyatt House 
 

28th Isabella Miller 
 

29th Doug Wendt 
 

31st Brian Smith         

2nd  Mark Long 
 Caitlin Schutt 
 
4th Rachel Beckham 
 Brenda Planz 
 Alice Smith 
 Tim DeCooman 
 
5th George Fruth 
 Shawn Spiess 
 Lou DiBerardino III 
 
8th Joanna Thomas 
 
10th Annette Lutz 
 Klara Deeds 
 
11th David Brisbin 
 
12th Kevin Deeds 
 
13th Jan Heaver 
 Marcus Bishop 
 
14th Erikka Hermiller 
 
15th Madeline Williams 
 
16th  Matt Taylor 
 
17th Keegan Sammet 
 
18th Tim Miller 
 
22nd Paige Chenevey 
 Lori Schutt 
 
23rd James Munger 
 Tyler George 
 
24th Kay Daniels 
 
25th Beth Sangregory 
 Rylee Weiker 
 
26th Sandy Wilch 
 
27th Blade Wendt 
 
29th Melanie Walter                                                 
 Karlie Sammet 



SUNDAY SERVICES AND STUDY TIMES 

  

Contact Information 
 

Rev. William Stenke 

Senior Pastor 

Cell phone: 810-347-8583 

Email: pastorwill@trinityfindlay.org 

 

 

Church Office 

Kyra Oaks 

Administrative Secretary 

Phone: 419-422-2641 

Email: office@trinityfindlay.org 

 

 

TLC Preschool & Daycare 

Hours: Daily 6 AM to 6 PM 

Kari Panning, Director 

Ages: 18 months through grade 5 

Phone: 419-420-9894 

Email: tlcpreschool@trinityfindlay.org 

 

935 W Bigelow Ave 

Findlay, OH 

www.trinityfindlay.org 

Wednesday Service—6:30 PM 

Sunday Services—9 & 11 AM 

Christian Education Studies—10:15 AM 

 Have you wanted to grow in your prayer life but not sure how?    
 Have you thought about being in the Intercessory Prayer Group but are not 

comfortable with leading prayers out loud?  
 Do you want to pray more and find that it's hard to do that alone? 
 Want to join but can't make it every week?   
 

Trinity's Intercessory Prayer Group will be starting up again on August 23 at 7 PM, 
meeting by zoom for 30 minutes each Tuesday evening. This is a quiet, powerful 
way to bring your joy and concerns to God in prayer. You can join us from                  
wherever you are, and you may participate by joining silently, as well as by               
speaking your prayers out loud as we lift up the Church, the world, Creation, those 
in need, and other prayer topics every week. You will NOT be called on to lead 
prayer unless you volunteer ahead of time, and silent participants are greatly             
valued here as well. Also, because the Intercessory Prayer Team meets weekly 
about 45 times a year, it is not expected that people have to be there each and             
every week to be on the prayer team. If you can make it once every other week, or 
once a month, or even if you want to just come once or twice and see what it is like, 
you are welcome. Come and see what this quiet and powerful time together is like! 
You are invited. 

INTERCESSORY PRAYER GROUP 

WHAT IS STEPHEN MINISTRY?  
WHAT IS STEPHEN MINISTRY ALL ABOUT? 

What is a Stephen Minister? What is Stephen Ministry all about? These questions and 

many more are confronting Trinity Lutheran Church as we continue to grow and share 

our faith. Perhaps you have looked at one of the Stephen Ministry cards that are              

available in all of the pews. That does little to help us understand what Stephen              

Ministry is all about. Stephen Ministers are members of Trinity Lutheran Church. They 

do not replace the role of the pastor, but rather are a supportive, trained team of             

congregational members. They work with the pastor in fulfilling spiritual needs. Trinity 

has been a Stephen Ministry congregation since the late 90’s. We are to carry out 

Christ’s commandment to “Love one another as I have loved you.” (John 15:12) What 

does that love look like? One way is through a one-on-one relationship with someone 

in need, someone hurting, someone feeling alone, or someone feeling that no one 

cares. We work with the pastor to demonstrate the fulfillment of Christ’s command. 

Most importantly is that we keep Christ as the center of the relationship. We are always 

ready and eager to “walk with” someone needing help. We do not solve problems, but 

rather listen, pray, and spend time demonstrating that love we are commanded by             

Jesus to share. Whether going through a crisis or life difficulty, you might seek out the 

advice of the pastor or a Stephen Leader to determine if a caring relationship is              

appropriate. That relationship with Christ as the center is guiding us to God, the                   

solver of all our problems. If you or someone you know, could benefit from a caring                  

relationship, please use one of those cards in the pews. Give it to the pastor or a                

Stephen Leader. We will confidentially attempt to meet and determine the next step in 

providing help. Care receivers need not be members of Trinity. We welcome all as             

Jesus did.                  

Stephen Leaders: Shirley McKinniss-419-348-0470, Carolyn Maurer-419-204-2879, 

Dave Stultz-419-722-4484  

mailto:office@trinityfindlay.org

