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During this Easter season we recognize our connection to the resurrection of Jesus Christ experiencing the new 

life that it gives to all of us.  One expression of that new life is being able to worship in Trinity’s sanctuary 

again.  Those who have attended are so thankful to be back again and seeing each other face to face again.  If 

you haven’t rejoined us yet I hope that you will be able to do so soon.  This Easter season we have experienced 

the restart and rebirth of our in-person worship, renewing our connections to God and one another. 

Over the past year one of the biggest challenges of the pandemic was the feeling of isolation that many people 

experienced.  While many experienced isolation and disconnection during the pandemic, these were not                 

necessarily new challenges.  In fact, over the past 20 years, many people have experienced increasing isolation 

and disconnection. There are many possible causes for this - people’s obsession with social media (which can 

ironically cause increased feelings of isolation); the mobility of families; busy lifestyles that leave no room for 

socializing; and the decline of church communities. The result of these factors is that even before the pandemic, 

people were disconnected from God and one another - the pandemic just made those disconnections easier to 

see. 

The Festival of Pentecost, celebrated in a couple of weeks, promises to overcome our sense of disconnection.  On 

Pentecost, the Holy Spirit descended on the disciples, inspired them, sent them out into the world, and                  

reconnected them to God and one another.  We too experienced the Spirit’s work this year when it inspired us to 

try new things and kept us connected to one another.  While many churches saw a dramatic decline in activity 

and participation, Trinity saw an increase in online attendance, participation in Bible Studies, and service to our 

community.  

As we begin to move beyond the Pandemic, the Holy Spirit continues to blow in our midst, connecting us with 

one another.  In the months ahead, we will continue to expand our online ministries, start new adult Bible               

studies and small groups, offer more opportunities to share God’s love in the community, explore ways to invite 

new people to worship, and hold listening/focus sessions to dream about God’s desires for our ministry. 

Last year, our leaders began discussing additional staffing. Over the past twelve months, we have transitioned in 

our thinking from a Volunteer Coordinator to a Director of Connections.  We understand that right now people 

need help making (and deepening) connections to God and one another.  The Director of Connections will help 

members (new and long-time) make those connections by encouraging the formation of groups for Bible study, 

fellowship, and service.  This leader will help us all to connect with the community around us, as we share the 

love of Jesus through our words and deeds.  Trinity’s mission, in normal time and pandemic, is to Welcome and 

Equip people to Grow in their faith and Share God’s love.  This staff member, inspired by the Holy Spirit, will 

help lead and guide us all in these vital areas of ministry.  As we return to in-person activities, the Spirit has              

inspired our mission and given us what we need to live out God’s purposes. 

From the Pastor’s Desk 
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FAQs about our Return to In-Person Worship 

Do I still need to wear a mask? What about if I am fully vaccinated already (it has been two weeks since I 
had all needed Covid shots)?  A:  We are still under a health order from the Hancock County DOH that all adults 
must wear a mask when in a public gathering.  Therefore, masks are required. 

Should I feel obligated to attend?:  A: TLC feels that it is completely acceptable to continue to worship from 
home especially if you are at-risk or are concerned about wearing masks. 

How is TLC handling Social Distancing?:  A: We have developed a seating arrangement to allow for social 
distancing, but there is limited seating.  Some of the bathrooms and other smaller spaces have been closed or 
will have restrictions. 

Do I need to reserve a seat?  Yes.  We are asking members to reserve spaces for both the 9 and 11 AM             
services.  When you arrive, the ushers will seat those who have reserved a spot, first come, first serve, based on 
the size of the household.  Some spots are set aside for visitors or those who were unable to reserve a seat.  

Are we allowed to sing during the service? A: Yes, singing will be allowed for those wearing a mask,            
however we ask that it be done at a normal speaking level or the level of humming to limit the spread of  aerosol 
particles. 

Can I bring my children to service? A: Yes, we encourage you to bring your children, but please understand 
that at this time 1) the nursery will be closed, 2) children need to remain with their parents throughout the              
service (the exception to this is children’s church, where the children can go with our children’s ministry staff for 
a bible story and activities during the middle part of the worship service.) NOTE: BYOT (Bring Your Own Toys), 
Toys and activity bags will not be available. 

Will there will be special entrances and exits to aid in social distancing? A: If at all possible, please 
park in the upper parking lot when attending services and come in the main doors. 

Can I hang around and visit after the service?  A: Yes.  We encourage you to remain after the service to 
visit with others.  However, we ask you to do so outside.  The ushers will dismiss people from the service,               
beginning with the back, as soon as worship is completed.   

Will our access to the rest of the church facilities be limited on Sunday mornings? A: The small 
bathrooms in the Narthex and Luther Hall will be closed during worship.  All water fountains will also be closed.  
The adult and high school classes are resuming their groups in the building on a case-by-case  basis.  We are      
discouraging anyone from congregating in the narthex at this time. 

Will the church still offer coffee and hot water for my hot beverages?  Not at this time. However, you 
are still welcome to bring in your own beverages from home. 

How will communion be handled?  As you enter the sanctuary, you will receive the pre-made  packages 
holding grape juice and bread (the ones used outside).  The Rite of Holy Communion will be observed as the last 
part of the service, after we have stopped the streamed service.   

Will there be bulletins? No.  We will be leveraging the new projection screens for the service in order to not 
pass paper around.  However, the bulletin will be emailed each week and you are allowed to print and bring a 
bulletin.   

Council & Task Force Team Members 

Council President  Jason Broerman  Head of Task Force Jason Broerman 
Vice President  Charlie Ernst   Todd Eilerman  Belinda Ernst 
Secretary   Jordan Schutt   Linda Knowlton  Marilyn Koenig 
At-large Members  Marc Bishop   Denny Maurer  Carolyn Maurer 
    Linda Knowlton  Doug McKinniss  Shirley McKinniss 
    Brie Lemire   Tim Miller   Ann Miller  
        Melinda Mueller  Pete Rose 
        Karen Simko   Andrea Starn 
        Dave Stultz   Derek Thomas 
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Worship & Music Planning Team Update 

Over the last few months, the worship and music planning team have been hard at work.  Here are a few of the 
things that we have been discussing: 

1. Creative elements for Holy Week Worship, including plans for large outdoor celebrations for 
Palm Sunday and Easter 

2. Holding a Joint Good Friday service with the other area ELCA churches - it is still available on 
our YouTube channel. 

3. Planning for Trinity’s first Good Friday Prayer Vigil - again, it is still available on YouTube. 

4. Plans for safely worshiping in the sanctuary again. 

5. Using Memorial money to purchase new banners and paraments for the Green season 
(Pentecost season runs from May through November) 

Updating our Worship Schedule by adding additional services - this is on-going as we respond to Covid-19 
protocols. The team is committed to multiple services on the weekend to accommodate distanced seating in the 
sanctuary and people’s varying schedules. 

As we have gone through Lent and Easter, we have seen continued interest in our online services with over 500 
views per week on Facebook and around 75 on YouTube.  In relation to these views, we get several visitors each 
week who “comment”, “like”, and “share” the worship services.  Interestingly, quite a few people who regularly 
watch and comment not only live outside of Findlay, but they are also in other states.  God has used our services 
to spread the Good News farther than we might have felt was possible a few years ago. 

We are thankful to the wonderful members and friends of Trinity Lutheran who have continued to worship 
faithfully, whether that was online, in the CLC (gym), or in the parking lot.  We have had to be very nimble and 
flexible this year, and we appreciate all the help and assistance that people have given us.   

The members of the Worship and Music Planning Team include Andrea Starn (the Chair), Linda Knowlton 
(Council Rep) Pat Roemer (Altar Guild), Dan Might, Ivy Nehls, Pete Rose, Cait Schutt, Dave Stultz (Staff),                
Angela Tonjes (Staff), Pastor Will (Staff)  

Trinity Indoor Track 

The Indoor Track at Trinity is now open to members and the public 
during church office hours Monday—Thursdays 8 AM to 4 PM.  You 
will need to wear a mask while you are walking the track and keep 6 ft 
between you and others that are using the track at the same time.  
Please contact the church office if you have any other questions at               
419-422-2641 office@trinityfindlay.org.  

Adult Bible Study—How Do Lutherans Interpret the Bible? 

Join a seven-week Tuesday morning adult study that will explore how Lutherans interpret the Bible.  In this 

study by Dr. Mark Allan Powell, a professor from Trinity Lutheran Seminary in Columbus, OH, we will explore 

how we came to have the Bible we currently read, what we mean when we say the Bible is inspired by God, and 

how we apply it to our current life situations. Join us in person or on Zoom at 11:00 AM, Tuesday                           

mornings.  RSVP to pastorwill@trinityfindlay.org and let us know if you will be in person or online.  After we 

receive your RSVP, a zoom link will be sent to you.   
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On Thursday, April 22, 30 individuals helped distribute 10,000 lbs. of food to 118 families(275 individuals) 
in the church parking lot for CHOPIN Hall’s mobile food distribution. The Tap team would like to thank our 
members who helped as well as Charlie Ernst and the University of Findlay Men’s Basketball Team! Also 
special thanks to those members whose donations made this possible! Because of your donations, three 
more food distributions will be taking place this year! God is good!!! Matthew 25:35 “for I was hungry and 
you gave me food…” 

 T.A.P. Team—Trinity Assisting People—Chopin Hall’s Mobile Food Distribution 

Please join the Property Team for a outside work day on Saturday, May 22 from 9:00 to 11:30 AM. 

 

Project Objectives  

• Trim all shrubs 

• Weed all flower beds 

• Mulch all flower beds 

Miscellaneous repairs/improvements 

 

Please contact the church office or email Todd Eilerman if you can help out (taeilerman@marathonpetroleum.com) 

Workday at Trinity—May 22 

Monthly Rice Bowl Collections 

The TAP Team has started up the Rice Bowl collection. You can               

donate by going to trinityfindlay.org and clicking on the “Online                  

Giving” button, mailing it in with your regular offering or dropping it 

off at the church during regular office hours during the whole month. 

May collection is for Findlay City Mission and June                 

collection will be for Associated Charities. If you have any 

questions, please call the church office at 419-422-2641. 
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August 1 Steve Groman 

  Owen Reichly 

August 2 Kathryn Deeds 

August 3 Grant Reasoner 

August 7 Robert Williams 

August 5 Kim Robinette 

August 7 Eric Hahn 

August 9 Chris Oaks 

  Landon Miller 

August 10 Janelle Smith 

August 12 Ann Kuhlman 

  Joann Pugh 

August 13 Val Johnson 

August 14 Alice Miller 

  Tyler Smith 

August 15 Kess Reichly 

August 16 Kris Hermiller 

August 17 Danielle Stenke 

August 18 Greg Spiess 

August 20 Gregg Hauman 

  Bennett Wachtman 

August 21 Katie Kuhn 

  Ryleigh Lemire 

  Maevis Smith  

August 22 John Edgell 

August 23 Todd Eilerman 

August 24 Bonnie Redman 

August 25 Kassie Eilerman 

  Marilyn Moore 

August 27 DeWayne Wendt 

August 28 Jason Broerman 

  Margo Eastby 

June 1 Kristi Eilerman 

June 2 Amy Jenson 

 Diane Stultz 

June 4 Ryan Aschemeier 

 Ben Spiess 

June 5 Addison DeCooman 

June 6 Joyce Fruth 

 Steve Wachtman 

June 7 Karson Deeds 

 Louie DiBerardino 

June 8 Colin Miller 

 David Rose 

 Emily Reasoner 

June 10 Marie Cannon 

 Tom Lee 

June 11 Matthew Bauer 

June 12 Brian Planz 

 Christine Reasoner 

June 16 Brian Beltz 

 Claire Spiess 

June 17 Jerry Garver 

 Kathy Johnson 

 Nancy Osborn 

 Donna Sangregory 

 Caitlyn Bartholomew 

June 18 Rich DeLamatre 

June 19 Ben Bauer 

 Mia DeCooman 

 Michael Lutz 

 Mike Ward 

June 20 Lori Ciesinski 

June 21 Jonathan Starn 

June 22 Claire Johnson 

June 26 Jerry Slezak 

June 27 Yvonne Hendricks 

June 29 Heidi Hahn 

June 30 Carol Lee 

 Kylie Rose 

July 1 Chris Groman 

 Jordan Long 

July 2 Steven Siferd 

July 3 Dottie Hauman 

July 4 Shannon Decooman 

July 5 Alli Knowlton 

July 7 April DeLamatre 

 Olivia Hermiller 

July 9 Larry Busdeker 

July 11 Carolyn Maurer 

July 12 Patti Beck 

July 13 Darla Johannsen 

July 14 Jay Johnson 

July 15 Linda Snyder 

July 16 Abby Hohman 

July 17 Betty Brown 

 Alexis Ponx 

 Michael Hendricks 

July 19 Henrik Hahn 

July 20 Kyle Hohman 

July 21 Leigha Schroeder 

 Derek Thomas 

July 22 Eric Stelter 

July 23 Eli Russell 

July 24 Garrett Lutz 

 Kim Hohman 

 Isla DiBerardino 

July 26 Jordan Schutt 

 John Stultz 

July 27 Melinda Mueller 

 Richie Knowlton 

July 29 James Mulroney 

July 30 Andrea Slezak 

July 31 Shelley Coonrod 
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Fellowship, Family Life & Youth Ministry 

1Praise the LORD! 

 How good it is to sing praises to our God; 

 for he is gracious, and a song of praise is fitting.  Psalm 147:1 

On Sunday, April 25 we celebrated 
the Baptism of Jenny, Keegan, Karlie 

and Jadyn Sammet at the 9 AM                  
service.  Please join us in celebrating 
with them.  You can view this service 

by going to our YouTube or                         
Facebook pages. 

Confirmation Sunday 

On Sunday, May 2 we celebrated the Affirmation of  Baptism for six students.  Please join us in 
celebrating the Confirmation of Marin Chenevey, Brayden Lemire, Emily Reasoner, Katelyn 
Rose, Karlie Sammet & Keegan Sammet.  You can view this service, as well as the Student 
Faith Statements, by going to our YouTube or Facebook pages. 



7  

VBS 2021 @ Trinity Lutheran Church 

June 20—24 

The Children’s Ministry Team is excited to                      

announce our plans for our Treasured VBS 2021 – 

taking place June 20-24!  We are excited for                 

children to join us as we journey through hidden 

ruins, ancient caves, and dense jungles!  We will 

dig into this action-packed, faith filled adventures, 

where your child will discover that God’s greatest 

treasure isn’t diamonds, gems, or gold…. it’s 

them!  Registration for this in-person VBS                    

experience will be open beginning on Monday, 

April 26, by finding the link on our church website. 

We will once again be offering an at-home VBS                 

experience.  You can pick up a complete kit at the 

beginning of the week, and then view all videos 

online on our YouTube page.  More detailed                    

information will be made available to those                    

registered after May 22.  We cannot wait to begin 

this journey as we seek to learn how we are                   

Treasured by God! 

Graduate Recognition 

On Sunday, May 23, at the 9 AM in-person service, we will 
take time to recognize and congratulate our six high school 

Seniors:  Sophia Aschemeier, Luke Broerman, Bailey 
Oldaker, Jack Slezak, Ben Spiess and Taylor Ward.  For any 
members wishing to give cards to these graduates, you may 

do so by coming to the church Monday-Thursday during 
normal business hours, or on Sunday’s during service 

times.  There are individually labeled boxes set up in the 
back of the Narthex for cards to be left.  We hope you join 

with us in praying for each of these students as they                
prepare to take these next steps in their lives! 

Fellowship, Family Life & Youth Ministry 

2021 
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NEW MEMBERS 

Please join us in welcoming some of our new families to Trinity!  

Andrew, Erika & Wyatt House 

1459 Hollow Tree Drive, Findlay OH 45840 

E: 419-348-0939 

A: 567-208-7153 

Email: Erika—Erika.bruce11@gmail.com 

              Andrew—ajhouse09@gmail.com 

Dan & Chris Thornton 

2639 Twp Rd 236, Van Buren, OH 45889 

C: 419 889 5758 

D: 419 722 9560 

Email: dthorn1066@aol.com  

Ray & Patti Beck 

18474 St Rd 613, Bloomdale, OH 44817 

R: 419 348 4142 

P: 419 348 1041  

Email: Ray—ray.beck@plantpioneer.com 

              Patti—pbeck@findlay.edu  

Ryan, Christine, Grant & Emily Reasoner 

8400 Ash Ridge Lane, Findlay, OH 45840  

R: 513 305 8674 

C: 513 305 8675 

Email: Ryan—iceman35pilot@yahoo.com 

             Christine—christine.reasoner@gmail.com 

New Members Not Pictured: 

Paul Babcock, 201 E Hobart, Findlay OH 45840 

Eric, Heidi & Henrik Hahn, 8146 Brookfield Dr, Findlay OH 45840 

Travis, Lauren & Kerrigan Hare, 718 Winterhaven Dr, Findlay OH 45840 

James, Jenny, Keegan, Karlie & Jadyn Sammet, 6601 Co Rd 46, Rawson OH 45881 

Janelle, Josh, Owen & Ivy Smith, 3947 Twp Rd 243, Arcadia OH 44804 

John Stultz, 1900 Soldiers Dr, Unit 4, Findlay OH  4584 


