
   

Holiday 2020 

I think we can all agree that this is a year unlike any other.  Everywhere you turn, there are challenges: economic 

uncertainty, dangerous storms and damaging fires out west, political uncertainty and divisive rhetoric, and many  

other factors.  The Covid pandemic has led to all types of changes in how churches are functioning.  And the               

changes keep coming as we move into colder weather and the need to move inside.  Many people are wondering if 

we can just end 2020 right now.  How many more changes can we take? 

There have certainly been enormous changes and losses this year, but I believe that the pandemic also renewed our 

awareness of things that have been important all along.  Unfortunately, some of those things were lost over the 

years lost in our busy, driven, and consumeristic culture.  Back in April and May, I remember people telling me how 

blessed they felt that they had so much more time to spend with their family.  When people were working from 

home, they were able to eat dinner together as a family, have family movie nights, and simply be around one another 

for a greater amount of time.  When people had fewer items on the to-do list and fewer kid’s sporting events to 

attend, they were watching YouTube and Facebook devotional videos daily, rather than maybe catching one every 

few weeks or months.  While things have certainly changed, some of those changes have led to something good – in 

the midst of all of our losses and frustrations. 

Now, as we move into the holidays, we are faced with more changes.  Initially, some of us might already be bristling 
at the idea that we need to “give up” more of our long-held holiday traditions.  As we look toward the holidays, 

maybe it will be helpful if we think about what we value the most about those holidays, what those days really mean?   

Thanksgiving is a time to give thanks.  The original Thanksgiving was a time of great suffering for those who came to 

the shores of this land, but they were welcomed and assisted.  In celebrating Thanksgiving, we consider all the      

blessings that we have received – even those that were borne out of times of suffering, sacrifice, and tragedy.  How 

might this pandemic cause us to slow down and consider what our present circumstances might be teaching us?  

Could this be the year that you stretch yourself and find a way to support someone in need by donating to                 

ministries for those who are homeless or serving those who are hungry a meal? 

Christmas seems to have the most baggage of traditions, and yet, if we look for the true meaning of this season, it is 

the coming of Emmanuel, God with Us.  No matter what the toll of this pandemic, in the end we can still celebrate 

the birth of our Savior.  No matter how many of our traditions and rituals need to change, God will still be here to 

support, guide, and comfort us.   

Not only will we able to still celebrate our special holidays, but we might even be able to start new traditions that 

guide us back toward the real meaning of these special holy holidays.  This holiday season will be different, but that 

doesn’t mean that we can’t find a way to still give thanks and worship our God.  For God is good, all the time, and 

all the time, God is good. 
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FROM THE DESK OF PASTOR WILL—A DIFFERENT KIND OF HOLIDAY 



2  

• Trinity Living Nativity Service – TLC Parking Lot at 5:00 PM 

• Traditional Christmas Eve Service (format dependent on Covid level) at 7:30 PM 

Trinity Lutheran is planning to offer (ASSUMING no Covid restrictions are in place) a new, 

family-friendly Live Nativity worship service at 5:00 PM on Christmas Eve. During this                 

service, to be held in our upper parking lot, we will be led through the service by various 

characters from the Nativity of Our Lord.  Live animals (Sheep, Cows, Camels, and other 

animals) and a members of the church will take on roles from the Nativity narrative to help 

us return to the this most holy of nights – the night that Jesus Christ was born into this 

world, to live and die for you, for me, and for all people. In addition, we will have beautiful 

accompaniment leading us in singing carols in praise of Jesus’ birth.  We will end the service 

with candlelight.  We hope you will join us and invite others to experience this highly                      

memorable service this Christmas. Our traditional service will be held at 7:30 PM, with the 

format yet to be finalized due to Covid. 

 

Living Nativity Actors and Actresses Needed 
 

If you or a member of your family would like to help with the living nativity, please email 

Kyra in the church office: office@trinityfindlay.org.  We have parts for all ages.  There will 

be a couple of rehearsals for everyone to become familiar with their parts.  

This Advent return home to Scripture, as we spend time in God’s Word together.  Throughout the 

weeks leading up to Christmas, various small groups will join in studying and discussing this                     

excellent resource.  Study Books are $10, and may be purchased from the church.  

O Come, O Come, Emmanuel: An Advent Study explores Jesus’ work on our behalf in the message of 

Christmas. This study will not only fuel our worship of Jesus this holy season, but also help us grow 

in our relationship with God year-round. As we study, we will more fully understand the                    

anticipation and waiting that the Old Testament world endured, the light and life Jesus came to 

bring us, and the eternal promise that Jesus is yet ushering us into. 

Each week’s study will also include advent activities to help kids, students, and adults celebrate the 

Christmas season together. This Christmas season set your focus on the anticipation and joy that 

only Christ can bring in this study of Advent. 

JOINT THANKSGIVING VIRTUAL WORSHIP EVENT 

Thanksgiving is the perfect time to count our many blessings especially with everything 

we have dealt with in 2020.  We have been blessed in many ways, and there is                

certainly reason for us all to be grateful to God.  As we are approach this holiday             

season, we want to invite you to join us for a special Thanksgiving worship event,              

featuring music, readings, and a conversation about gratitude and grace.  Leaders from 

Trinity and other area ELCA congregations will lead us as we celebrate and give 

thanks together.  This special Thanksgiving worship event will be recorded and 

streamed on YouTube and Facebook during Thanksgiving week.  

CHRISTMAS EVE SCHEDULE PREVIEW 

O COME, O COME, EMMANUEL CONGREGATION-WIDE ADVENT BIBLE STUDY 
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MISSION PROJECT: CHRISTMAS IN HAITI 

In previous years, Trinity encouraged our members to                      

participate in Operation Christmas Child, which provides 

wonderful toys and treats to children around the world.  

While that ministry has many benefits, we believe that               

during this global pandemic, we should use our gifts to 

make the greatest impact in the children’s lives – the gift of 

food and sanitation.  While Covid has been difficult here in 

the US, it has been devastating in Haiti.  Food is very 

scarce, and much of their water supply is contaminated.  

This year, we invite you to participate in Mission Possible’s 

Christmas in Haiti program.  Through their leadership, the 

gifts that we as individuals, families, or small groups make 

will have an immediate and significant impact on the lives of 

children and families.  We have included the flyer from  

Mission Possible for you to consider.  The easiest way to 
give is to contact Mission Possible directly, but                             

contributions and gifts can also be sent to Trinity (with 

Mission Possible in the memo line), and we will forward 

them on.   May God use our gifts to share God’s love in 

this very tangible way. 

DINNER CHURCH—GATHER WITH THOSE CLOSE TO YOU FOR DINNER 

With all the Covid changes, one of the more beneficial ones was the return of families spending quality time together in their 

homes.  As many of us know, the home used to be one of the primary places where faith was passed along between the              

generations.  How is it that we drifted so far from this tradition? Will we learn from this moment and return to the role of 

the home, or the "domestic church", as essential to the health and wellbeing of the church's life and proclamation in the 

world?  

 

1) At Trinity, we want to encourage families of all sizes and structures to spend some time each week this Advent             

connecting to God, God’s Word, and our families through something we are calling Dinner Church.  The way             

dinner church works is very simple: 

2) Families come to Trinity on Wednesday evening between 5:00 and 6:00 PM to pick up a simple meal of premade 

items that were gathered and/or prepared by volunteers.  A simple freewill offering will be collected. 

3) Families take the meal home, along with a Zoom Login ID and Password.  Once home, families all log in together to 

share the meal and engage in conversation and a brief worship experience 

4) The worship experience will be like our Advent services.  There will be dinner music by Angela, a brief prayer and 

Scripture reading, a video of a skit or monologue, a final prayer, and an Advent craft or other family activity provided 

by Ann Miller and the Christian Education team.  

5) You do not need to pick up food from Trinity. We will make the link available on Facebook.  Make your own dinner 

and join us. 

 

Gathering with other Christians for a meal, the reading of Scripture, and prayer goes back to the earliest days of the Christian 

church.  As the Covid pandemic continues to surge this winter, could God be leading us to return to these essential practices?  

If you cannot join us online on Wednesday evenings at 6:30 PM, then watch the recording of it on a different day or time.  Join 

us for Dinner Church each Wednesday this December. 
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A Pastor’s Perspective on the Growing in Faith Together Campaign 

Trinity Lutheran Church is home to an amazing collection of God’s servants, who are growing in faith together.               

Throughout the 129 years of this congregation’s ministry, there have been amazing stories of generosity and sacrifice.                

During these times of pandemic and economic turmoil, God has inspired members of Trinity to practice amazing acts of 

generosity.  In many ways, we have seen TLC members express incredible sacrifices: 
 

• donating their stimulus checks to provide food for hungry Findlay residents,  

• covering the cost of the VBS fellowship dinner this summer 

• buying colored handbells for our Rainbow bell choir (preschool and young elementary age children 

• faithfully finding and donating cleaning supplies so that the preschool can continue to provide a clean and safe                

environment 

• donating to the pastor’s angels fund so that we could provide housing for two families who could not pay their rent 

and lost their housing, 

• volunteering every week to set up, tear down, and run our parking lot worship service so that people can have a 

safe environment to worship our Lord 

• sewing hundreds of masks so members and staff can safely worship and serve 

• tirelessly donating long hours to setting up and running our AV equipment, 

• making a large memorial contribution in memory of a loved one that was used to purchase a new grand piano 
 

Individually, these gifts may not seem that significant on their own.  However, when so many members give sacrificially to 

share the love of Jesus, it begins to change our church and refine our mission.   

As your pastor, I have been humbled by the incredible acts of generosity that I have seen.  Having seen our members’                 

commitment to Jesus, I am excited to see where God is leading us in the years ahead. 

The church council has spent many hours over the last six months looking down the road to see where God is leading us.  

They developed the following purpose statement, “Trinity Lutheran exists to equip all God’s children to grow in faith and 

share God’s love.”  To fulfill this purpose, they have identified three key budgetary areas needed for us to grow in 2021: 1)

Audiovisual and Multimedia funding, 2) Money for a Volunteer Coordinator to assist new and existing members in finding 

places to serve and grow, and 3) Increased Outreach Funds for the TAP (Trinity Assisting People) Team to support local 

area non-profits and ministries who care for those in need.  

In the weeks ahead, I encourage all of you to prayerfully consider the gifts that God has given you, as well as how God is 

calling on you to use them for God’s Kingdom.  Our campaign goal is to increase the amount we receive from members by 

$713/week.  These gifts from all of you will help us to live into the purpose that God has given us.  Despite the pandemic, 

the Holy Spirit is inviting to stretch ourselves.  With your participation and the work of that same Holy Spirit, God will 

surely bless our ministry as we Grow In Faith together.  

GROWING IN FAITH TOGETHER: EQUIPPING ALL GOD’S PEOPLE 

PASTOR APPRECIATION GIFT—THANK YOU! 

Let me express my deepest appreciation to members of the staff and council, as well as many                     

congregation members for the cards and simple gifts that were shared this year for Pastor                   

Appreciation Sunday.  Rarely have I received such gifts for this day, and your outpourings of love and 

support were wonderful.  I will definitely enjoy the healthy dried fruit, throat lozenges (for use after 

long sermons this winter), the Tim Horton’s Gift Card, gift cards for local restaurants, and other 

gifts.   From all of the Stenke’s, THANK YOU!    

MUSIC                                                   

How blessed we are at Trinity to have so many wonderful musicians!  Thank God that we can continue making music for 

praise and worship. The children have been meeting regularly to practice ringing bells, to work on new sign language, and to 

learn songs with motions.  They will be taking part in worship very soon. Our adult musicians have been practicing hard as 

well.  In the next few weeks as we celebrate Advent and Christmas, you will be hearing flute, trumpet, bells, harp, and a                 

variety of voices.  Thanks to the sound crew for enabling the use of the organ for Sunday preludes and postludes. I have a 

wonderful list of favorite hymns from Trinity members; many thanks to all who responded with suggestions. Thank you to all 

the musicians who provided special numbers over the last two months.  The songs were lovely and worshipful, and even the 

rain, wind, and cold could not stop you from praising God!   

FROM ANGELA                     
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HOLIDAY OFFICE HOURS 

With the holiday season, the church offices will be closing at noon on December 24, 

closed on December 25 & 26, closing at noon on December 31 and closed on January 1.  

The church office will have limited hours the week between Christmas and New Years. If 

you have a  personal emergency, please  contact Pastor Will at 810-347-8583. 

OFFICE CLOSURE/SERVICE CHANGES (WEATHER) 

In case of bad winter weather, check on our Web or Facebook  page: 

 Level Three Snow Emergency -All church activities at Trinity are  canceled, office closed 

 Level Two Snow Emergency - All church activities at Trinity are canceled, office may 

close 

 Level One Snow Emergency - Check email, web page and  Facebook.  High probability 

of cancellation. 

Even if the service(s) are cancelled at the church please go to the church’s Facebook page. If 

able the service will be on Facebook Live. 

 

(please be aware of changes with closings and cancellations as conditions change) 

New Church Sign 

Many of you have wondered about the status of our new church sign.  This project has 

been many months in development, but we should have the new sign installed before the 

ground freezes.  We appreciate your patience, as we have weathered lots of setbacks with 

permitting, changes in suppliers for some of the components, and other obstacles.  In the 

end, these will all be worth it, when we can begin to quickly and easily share information 

about our Worship Services and Ministries with the many people who pass by every day. 

MAJOR PROPERTY AND GROUNDS PROJECTS 

LED Light Upgrades 

Last fall and winter, we replaced both the Sanctuary spotlights, as well as all of our exterior lights with LED bulbs.  As a result 

of these upgrades, our electricity bill went down considerably through the winter, spring and summer.  We look forward to 

even more savings when we are able to replace more of the lights in the preschool area of the building.  God calls us all to be 

good stewards of both our natural and financial resources.   

New Baldwin Grand Piano 

Some years ago, the Shank family made a very generous memorial contribution in honor of 

Mary Lee Shank.  This past winter, our piano in the sanctuary developed a significant problem, 

and church council decided to investigate replacing it. Due to the generosity of the Shank 

Family, we were able to purchase an excellent, rebuilt Baldwin Grand Piano. This new piano is 

not only an excellent tool right now, it will continue to be a blessing for many years to come.  

Thanks be to God for those who have left generous gifts to the church that make such a                

profound impact on our ability to worship God.  
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Coping With the Holidays 

Not everyone welcomes the Christmas season with joy. For people dealing with loss, sadness, 

grief, stress, or loneliness, the holidays can be a time of dread. The season is “blue.” 

Stephen Ministry provides a powerful way to reach out to those who are struggling with pain 

and loss—during the Christmas season and throughout the year. A Stephen Minister comes 

alongside a hurting person to listen and care so that he or she doesn’t have to face the                   

darkness alone. 

Everyone in the congregation should be especially aware of those who have suffered a loss 

during the past year.  Let them know that you understand how difficult the holidays can be—

and that our Stephen Ministers are available to help provide the care and support they need. 

 

“For God so loved the world that He gave his one and only Son, that whoever believes in him shall not perish but have eternal Life.” John 

3:16 (NIV) 

It’s that gift, God’s gift of his Son, that holds promise for healing and peace through the ears, hands, and feet of a Stephen                

Minister. 

Even in these times of social distancing, mutually-agreed-upon arrangements can be set up to make contact with one another. 

If you would like more information about our Stephen Ministry program, please call Shirley McKinniss (419-348-0470,             

smckinniss@woh.rr.com ), Carolyn Maurer(419-204-2879), or Dave Stultz (419-722-4484). If your call is not successful due to 

current call filters, issues with spam etc., please call the church (419-422-2641) and your name will be forwarded. 

 
Did you know this “new and old” about Stephen Ministry? 
 

We want to announce that we have now completed our 2020 class of Stephen Ministry training. It was a challenge, but we 

persevered and will finish our last class on November 2.  On Sunday, November 8, we will commission four new Stephen  

Ministers: Jodi Garver, Vicki Hoops-Russell, Ivy Nehls, and Lori Schutt. We want to thank these people for accepting the call 

to complete the over 40 hours of training needed to become a Stephen Minister. This training was completed at TLC on  

Monday nights.  

We also want to thank TLC for sending Carolyn Maurer to Florida for Stephen Leaders Training this past January. She          

completed over 60 hours of training in one week! She then came back to join Stephen Leaders Dave Stultz and Shirley          

McKinniss in teaching the recent class of Stephen Ministers.  

Over 20 years ago Pastor Thomas Schutt had the vision to bring Stephen Ministry to TLC. We have now trained a total of 42 

Stephen Ministers at TLC. We have also had three Stephen Ministers trained at other churches. We have had six people go to 

Leader’s Training.   

Those people who have been trained as Stephen Ministers at TLC are: Alberta Duncan, Rita Hendricks, Connie Kolan-Reeder, 

Denis Osborn, Lupe Stears, Dave Stultz, Debora Wise, Cheryl Francis, Rob Francis, Darla Johannsen, Alice Smith, Diane Stultz, 

Mike Daniels, Roxanne Lemire, Doug McKinniss, Shirley McKinniss, Carolyn Davis, Mary Alice Imke, Larry Lee, Mary Lee 

Shank, Bruce Hissong, Dennis Rahe, Ann Sawyer, Ann Thomas, Carolyn Maurer, Pat Roemer, Debi Ward, Belinda Ernst, Beth 

Wenner, Susan Frech, Marilyn Koenig, Jim Miller, Karen Simko,  Karen Wallace, Ann Miller, Tim Miller, Lindsay Boulboulle, and 

Andrea Broerman( plus our new class of four.) Those people trained at other churches  were Pat Tong, Walt Miller, and Gary 

Huber.  

Those people who have attended the Stephen Ministry Leader’s Training Course are Nancy Osborn, Brenda Cole, Dave 

Stultz, Cheryl Francis, Shirley McKinniss, and Carolyn Maurer.  

Our four new Stephen Ministers will be joining 14 active Stephen Ministers. You may view their certificates hanging in the hall 

by the lounge.  

Over the years Stephen Ministers have helped 53 care receivers walk the road of life when the going gets tough. They have 

benefitted from the listening, caring, and sharing of Christian love and support from a Stephen Minister. Maybe you could               

benefit from having someone to talk with during these challenging days we find ourselves in. We have lots of people available 

who would really love to  “listen to your story.”  

If you have any questions or referrals, contact Shirley McKinniss (419-348-0470), Carolyn Maurer (419-204-2879), Dave Stultz 

(419-722-4484), or Pastor Will Stenke (810-347-8583.) 

Stephen Ministry is a ministry of lay men and women in which one Christian reaches out to another person experiencing a 

crisis or difficulty. These men and women develop their gifts in a structured program of training and supervision. They do not 

take the place of the pastor or professional help, but offer their support as a Christ centered caregiver. They are trained to 

listen as long as the care receiver requires support. All relationships are kept under strict rules of confidentiality. 

STEPHEN MINISTRY  UPDATE 
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UNIVERSITY OF FINDLAY HELPING HANDS FOOD DRIVE 

 

TAP TEAM/JACOBS SCHOOL 

On Thursday, November 12 the University of Findlay will be conducting their annual Helping Hands food drive as a 

drive-by, drop-off at the south-end of the U of F Family Center (look for the large tent.) This is the only location 

where food is being collected this year due to Covid-19.  The University has been #1 among college campuses                 

nationwide for pounds of food collected since 2009.    

Trinity’s TAP team will be sorting and weighing food at the drive-by location from 2-4 PM on November 12.  We 

encourage church members to participate in this event.  Much needed items include cereal, jelly, peanut butter, dry 

pasta, canned fruit and toothpaste/brushes.   Any food will be accepted, and donations will benefit CHOPIN Hall’s 

food pantry and food box ministries.   

Thank you for supporting the University of Findlay’s Helping Hands food drive!!! 

In October the TAP team purchased classroom supplies and snacks and then delivered them to Jacobs School. A 
Thrivent Action Team grant was used to help fund the project.  

ANNUAL CONGREGATIONAL MEETING 

Mark your calendar. This year’s congregational meeting for budg-

et approval and council election will be held on                    

December 6. The meeting will start at 10:15 AM in place of adult 

Sunday school time. The location of the meeting has yet to be 

determined, due to Covid.  We will work diligently to plan a lo-

cation and format where all can attend safely.  Any additional 

questions should be directed to a Council Member. Thanks, 2020 

TLC Church Council 
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Student & Family Ministry Updates 

Our Youth Ministry is alive and moving at Trinity!  Our Middle school group recently completed “Boo Bags” for our TLC 

Preschool students.  Each bag was filled reminders of Jesus’ love for them through fun activities (and some candy of course!)  

The Confirmation class continues to work their way through the Old Testament.  For our Moses of the Wanderings lessons 

we headed to Suter’s Corn Maze  (luckily it didn’t take the groups 40 years to find their way out.)  Below are our remaining 

meeting dates through December 2020.  If you have a child in grades 6-8 who would like to join the group, please contact 

Ann Miller at annm@trinityfindlay.org. 

November 1:  Faith Lab – Of Tents & Kings! - David & Solomon 

November 15:  Faith Lab – Voice of the Prophets – Elijah & Wisdom Literature 

November 29:  Off – Thanksgiving Holiday Weekend 

December 6:  Faith Lab – Courage & Faithfulness! – Ruth & Daniel 

December 13:  Christmas Party! (time TBD) 

December 20:  Faith Lab – Courage & Faithfulness! – Jonah 

Ann Miller—Director of Student & Family 

WHAT’S HAPPENING—TRINITY YOUTH 

What a busy October it has been for our youth and their families!  On Sunday, October 18 we joined together in celebration 

with 19 students (Matthew Bauer, William Bauer, Marcus Bishop, Zachary Campbell, Addison DeCooman, Henry DeLamatre, 

Reagan DeLamatre, Isla DiBerardino, Kassandra Eilerman, Ella Hermiller, Audrey Johnson, Claire Johnson, Anna Kuhn, Isabelle 

Miller, Emily Reasoner, Kylie Rose, Zachary Smith, Alayna Wachtman and Weston Wachtman) who received the Sacrament of 

Holy Communion. Then on Sunday, October 25 we witnessed six students (Kaitlyn Eilerman, Samuel Ernst, Elissa Miller, 

Zachariah Ponx, Nathan Taylor and Charli Wendt) affirm their faith during our Affirmation of Baptism service.  Thank you to 

Pastor Will, and all of our teachers and mentors who have poured their own faith into each and every student.  What a bless-

ing it was to be witness to these milestone moments in the students’ continuing faith journeys.   
 

The High school group continues to meet on Sunday mornings following the 9 AM worship service.  Phil Koenig just finished 

the group’s first 4-week study on The Comeback.  The group will next look at a 3-week Thanksgiving study, and for the 

Christmas season will be walking through a 25-day devotional entitled God With Us.  There will be a few fun group gatherings 

happening in November and December, so please continue to watch the weekly Trinity Happenings for more details! 
 

The Children’s Ministry Team has a full schedule of activities planned through December!   Our Super Heroes of the Bible 

Sunday School theme continues with “Moses!” for the month of November.  There will be a Children’s Chapel time on the 

first and third Sunday of the month during the 9 AM worship service.  Please have your child bring their Spirit Bags with them.               

Following the 9AM service the children will continue to enjoy music time with Mrs. Angela.  There will be upcoming services 

in both November and December where students will be able to share all they have learned with the congregation. There are 

a few other family friendly activities being planned for Advent and Christmas, so please be sure and look at the weekly Trinity 

Happenings email from the church office for more information.  Parents will continue to receive email communications from 

Ann.  If you are not receiving information, or would like to be added to the list, please contact Ann Miller at 

annm@trinityfindlay.org. 
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Dear Friends in Christ, 

 

“So, let us not grow weary in doing what is right…” Galatians 6:9a 
 

While on the run from King Saul, and hiding in the Wilderness of Judah, David wrote these opening 

words of Psalm 63. 
 

“O God, you are my God, I seek you, my soul thirsts for you; my flesh faints for you, as in a dry 

and weary land…”  
 

But it’s not just the land that is weary. We too have grown weary. Weary of a contentious election 

cycle. Weary of cultural divisiveness. Weary of social media posts. Weary of COVID 19 and trying to 

safely lead a parish through a Global Pandemic. I am particularly weary of trying to find a face covering 

that keeps my glasses from fogging up. I have not been successful. 
 

So, what is making you weary these days? 
 

Last week, I was on a Conference Call with Governor Mike DeWine. He requested the call, because he wanted to reach out 

to religious leaders in Ohio to provide an update on the COVID19 pandemic. He is concerned about the rising cases of            

infection, especially in the rural areas of Ohio. He is concerned about the change of seasons and the cooler weather which is 

moving us into indoor spaces. He is also concerned that we have grown weary of taking the necessary precautions. 
 

On our call Governor DeWine pointed to three seasons that we have experienced with the COVID 19 virus. The spring            

season of March and April, when we all worked together to “flatten the curve”. The summer season of June and July, when 

urban areas were hit particularly hard, and many of us began to wear face coverings. Governor DeWine argues that the use of 

face coverings lowered the spread of infections in these summer “hot spots”. Now we are in the fall season, and cases are  

rising in the rural areas of Ohio. Many of these new cases are directly related to large family gatherings, weddings, and                   

in-person worship services. Many of these events are still occurring throughout Ohio without any precautions being taken. 
 

Even when folks take the necessary precautions, the COVID19 virus can find a way. Calvary Lutheran Church in Northwood, 

Ohio, was recently impacted by the virus and four people were infected. As I talked and prayed with the pastor, he assured me 

that they worked very hard to take the proper precautions. I am grateful that the four folks who were infected are recovering 

and gaining their health and strength.      
 

In the Letter to the Galatians, St. Paul reminds us to not grow weary in doing what is right. Dear Friends in Christ, this is not 

the time to let our guard down and grow weary. Please follow your Parish Plans of Return. Please show some love and grace 

to your pastors, deacons, and parish leaders, who are trying so very hard to keep you and the community safe. Please do your 

part as a follower of Jesus to encourage, strengthen, and build up the people around you. So, let us not grow weary of being 

the people whom God has called us to be. 
 

And at the end of these weary days, I would encourage you to reflect on these words from Jesus: 

“Come to me, all you that are weary and are carrying heavy burdens, and I will give you rest. Take my yoke upon you and learn from me; 

for I am gentle and humble in heart, and you will find rest for your souls. For my yoke is easy, and my burden is light.”  

(Matthew 11:28-30) 

MESSAGE FROM BISHOP DANIEL OF THE N.W.O. SYNOD 



10  

1st Seth Russell 

 Manee Siferd 

3rd Dave Cody 

5th Clark Miller 

6th Owen Smith 

8th Reagan DeLamatre 

10th Kathy Makrancy 

11th Pat Roemer 

12th Andrea Starn 

14th Emma Lutz 

 John Schroeder 

15th Chris Makrancy 

16th Linnea DiBerardino 

17th Denis Osborn 

18th Vicki Jones 

19th Noah Aschemeier 

20th JoAnn Lee 

21st Caryl Lee 

 Cheryl Lee 

23rd Alex Might 

24th Karen Simko 

 Melissa Schroeder 

25th Chris Thornton 

27th Isabelle Miller 

 Megann Hohman 

28th William Bauer 

30th Pam Williams

1st Gay Ann Homsher 

 Brayden Lemire 

3rd Ron Daniels 

4th Charlie Thompson 

5th Dick Long 

7th Steve Wilch 

8th Deborah Smith 

 Janelle Busdeker 

9th Jim Stelter 

 John Lemire 

12th Charlie Ernst 

14th Helen Fisher 

16th Tom Siferd 

17th Lindsey Broerman 

18th Rose Stelter 

19th Dennis Ciesinski 

 Kim Reichley 

20th Charli Wendt 

24th Bill Hogrefe 

 Audrey Johnson 

26th Belinda Ernst 

30th Ray Beck

2nd Lara Beltz 

4th Richard Knowlton 

6th Kirsten Powers 

7th Ryan Reasoner 

8th Gene Kimmel 

9th Zach Garver 

 Caitria Karna 

12th Betty Jean Houser 

13th Melvenna Clink 

16th Pati Grove 

 Cindy Rose 

 Ali Bishop 

19th Sutton Stewart 

20th Zachary Smith 

21st Betty Knowlton 

 Trent Ward 

 David Miller 

22nd Sam Ernst 

23rd Debi Ward 

24th Barb Munger 

25th Lonnie Ward 

 Taylor Ward 

28th Bonnie Ward 

 Jim Roemer 

  LINKS  TO JOIN US ONLINE 

 
https://www.youtube.com (search Trinity Lutheran, Findlay OH) 

https://www.facebook.com/TrinityLutheranFindlay 


