
   

Trinity Happenings! 

 Fall 2020 

Over the last few days I have started this newsletter article about six times.  Every time that I get it written, I have a 

meeting or receive a phone call that shifts our ministry plans and forces me to rewrite the article.  We live in such  

uncertain times.  I know that many of you are so weary of all the changes, all the uncertainty, and all the anxiety that 

is hanging over us right now.  I am weary of it all too.   

Of course, life has always been filled with uncertainty and change.  Prior to the pandemic, we were already                  

experiencing all kinds of change, uncertainty and disruption in our lives – it just wasn’t this intense.  Isn’t there an 

old saying, “The only thing certain is that there will be change?”  Our lives, and our church, have been in the process 

of change for a long time. 

In the face of this unrelenting change, it is important to look for those things that ground us and help us to feel             

secure.  As Christians, God is our ultimate source of stability amidst a changing world.  As Psalm 46 states, “God is 

our refuge and strength, a very present help in times of trouble.  Therefore, we will not fear, though the earth itself 

should change, though the mountains shake in the depths of the sea.”  Clearly, change and uncertainty are not a new 

concern.  However, the Psalmist is very clear that in the midst of change and turmoil, we can always cling to God, our 

refuge and strength.  As followers of Jesus we know that even death itself cannot separate us from God and God’s     

loving presence with us. 

When we find ourselves in the midst of change and uncertainty, it is important for us to focus on the things that we 

CAN control and influence.  Our church council members and staff have embraced these questions and have spent 

time looking closely at our ministry as a congregation.  We asked the questions: What mission has God specifically 

given to Trinity Lutheran in Findlay? Who are we as a congregation?  What gifts has God given to us that may be              

different than our neighboring congregations?  What passions drive us and what service opportunities inspire us?  In 

a changing world, who are we, and for what purpose did God place us here? 

While we are not yet ready to announce a final purpose statement, what is clear to us is that we have specific               

resources and gifts to offer significant ministry to students and their families at this moment in time.  We also have a 

passion for sharing God’s loving message of grace and acceptance with our community – both with our voices and 

with our hands.  This does not mean that we are in any way turning away from ministry to other age groups – quite 

the contrary.  Instead, it means that we will be looking for ways that our ministry to students and families can enliven 

all of our lives, even as it fulfills our ultimate call to go and make disciples of all people.   

Even in the middle of this pandemic we can see evidence that God is present and active in our ministry.  Over the last 

few months, God stretched us as we began to offer vibrant online worship for hundreds of people every week.  God 

challenged us to keep our daycare operations open to provide childcare for essential workers, despite many                   

roadblocks  and challenges.  God inspired  our  Christian  education  team  to  share  FLAT  JESUS  and  weekly  Bible  
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lessons with our families, bringing faith formation into each of our homes.  God also worked through members of 

Trinity to distribute food to hundreds of hungry families in our parking lot and share the Gospel with families at a 

local baseball  tournament.   

Even in a time of uncertainty and change, God has not only been present with us, but God has worked through us to 

provide stability, support and inspiration to our members and our whole community.  While I am weary of the 

stress, pressure, and uncertainty of this time of Covid, I do know that God has been using this time to shape us to 

be the church that God needs.  May God continue to inspire and lead us in the days and weeks ahead.  God’s peace 

be with you all!            

 

Do you have someone in your family who needs to be Baptized? 

Over the last few weeks, we have been blessed to offer the sacrament of Holy Baptism to a number of infants and 

young children. If you, or someone you know, would like to be baptized, please contact Pastor Will 

(PastorWill@TrinityFindlay.org).  The Sacrament of Holy Baptism is an amazing gift of God’s grace, freely given to 

all people.  The process of preparing for Baptism is not difficult.  Schedule a time with Pastor Will to discuss how 

you or a loved one can be baptized this month! 

 

Celebrations 

Trinity Lutheran Church celebrates the following Special Events: 

 On August 9, Kerrigan Hare, the daughter of Travis and Lauren Hare, received the Sacrament of Holy                     
Baptism. 

 On August 16, Caitlyn Bartholomew, the daughter of Curtis and Vicki Bartholomew, received the Sacrament 
of Holy Baptism.  

 On August 22, Aaron and Jodee (Coldren) McDaniel were joined in marriage. 

 

New Members Were Received into Membership on August 2, 2020 

Trinity Lutheran Church was excited to welcome into membership the following families. 

 Patti and Ray Beck by Transfer 

 Eric and Heidi Hahn by Transfer 

 Travis and Lauren Hare, and Kerrigan by Transfer and Affirmation of Baptism 

 Janelle, Owen & Ivy Smith by Transfer 

 John Stultz Jr. is rejoining after moving to the east coast 

 Dan and Chris Thornton by transfer 

 

Would You Like to Learn How to Join Trinity Lutheran? Attend the Connections Work-

shop 

There will be another Connections Workshop on Sunday, September 13 at 6:30 PM.  Anyone who is                       

interested in learning more about the congregation is invited to join us – either in person or via Zoom.  If interest-

ed, please send an email to PastorWill@TrinityFindlay.org.   The class will be held on the patio in front of the 

church for those in person.  A link will be sent to anyone who would like to join us online.   

mailto:PastorWill@TrinityFindlay.org
mailto:PastorWill@TrinityFindlay.org
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ANGELA TONJES —DIRECTOR OF WORSHIP & MUSIC 

TLC welcomes Angela as she begins here service as our Director of Worship & Music.  She has 35 years of 

experience leading worship and directing musical groups in both church and school settings.  She will begin 

her ministry with us on September 6.  We thank the Administration/Staff Support Team for their leader-

ship, as well as the Interview Team who chose Angela out of multiple candidates.  Most importantly, we 

give thanks for the work of the Holy Spirit that helped us to discern who would best help us to live out 

A few                    from Angela 

Hello fellow musicians and music lovers! 

As your new director of worship and music, I am excited to begin meeting you all and making some plans. 

For special music in worship this fall, we will be using vocal soloists, solo instrumentalists, bell ringers, and 

small groups of all ages for worship.  I also have some ideas using the organ, piano, and harp as well.  All                 

guidelines set by the task force will be followed. 

I would love to hear from anyone who is willing to sing, ring, play an instrument, or dance.  My contact                    

information is included, and I will be reaching out to you soon.  Please list all the ways you are able to serve 

your church musically.  I am very open to suggestions as to how YOU would like to praise the Lord with 

song. Please email me: music@trinityfindlay.org or call the church.  

A SPECIAL THANK YOU TO THE EILERMAN & WENDT FAMILIES 

Trinity and the Property Team would like to thank everyone 

who has helped get everything ready for the arrival of our 

new Director of Worship and Music. A special thank you to 

Todd, Kristi, Kaitlynn & Kassie Eilerman and Doug & Charli 

Wendt for painting the choir room. If you happen to see 

them out and about, please let them know how much they are 

appreciated here at Trinity for everything they do.  God is 

Good! 
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Dear Members, 

It has been awhile since the Council has formally addressed everybody through the newsletter and so 

much has happened.  As you most certainly know, the Council has been working closely with the Task 

Force to develop the best ways to bring services to our members.  The development of the Parking Lot 

service has been a true blessing to many members, and we hope you have been able to take part in a 

couple including the sacrament of Holy Communion.   

As Jason did after the first parking lot service, Council wants to make a special recognition to Doug 

McKinniss, Gregg Hauman and the Tech Team for their amazing efforts.  They have the process                  

running smoothly and working to expand the knowledge base to other members to ensure                            

sustainability for the future. 

Now, here are a few extremely exciting things that have happened: 

 A very successful VBS program over the summer which helped families engage in various faith 

based activities and provided a great outreach to many other families in Hancock County.  

 An amazing “Flat Jesus” program that was recognized in many local publications and kept our                

elementary focused on learning and sharing the good news 

 Recently we have welcomed three new members to TLC through baptism 

 We have also welcomed 17 new members to the congregation 

 Pastor Will continues to get requests from visitors to explore becoming new members of TLC which 

is really quite amazing considering the limited amount of face-to-face interaction that can                            

occur – God truly is good, All the Time! 

 As you hopefully saw in the quarterly giving statements, our giving continues to be at a strong level 

and we appreciate the continued support with first fruits contributions 

 The TAP team has executed two Chopin Hall Food Distributions this summer due to the generous 

gifts from our members, and we have money remaining to more in 2021. 

 In September we will be adding our new Music Director, Angela Tonjes.  The Property Team— 

(Eilerman & Wendt Families) painted her office and are executing a plan to upgrade her new office 

(the old choir room) 

 Our current staff continues to accomplish so much to meet our worship and faith growth 

needs.  They all should be commended for their tremendous efforts during these stressful times 

 Council has been working hard on visions for the near term and will be working with our ministry 

teams to set goals and identify budgetary needs to help equip all of us to Grow and Serve! 

To summarize, we all should recognize the many blessings bestowed upon us as our congregation                     

continues to grow with new members, remain financially stable, expand staff and programs and look to 

the future to continue to equip us to Grow and Serve! 

Prayers for continued good health to all our members and patience during these challenging social 

times.  As always, the Council is always willing to hear feedback or have discussions regarding                     

questions or concerns with any and all members.  Our goals are to serve Jesus and safely meet the 

needs of all of our members, to the best of our ability. 

 

Blessings, Trinity Lutheran Church Council 

UPDATE FROM OUR COUNCIL 
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UPDATED BUILDING USE POLICY 

Building Use Policy Updates per approval by Council on June 14 2020                                        

[REVISED August 27, 2020] 

Overview:  As we continue to slowly reopen the doors at Trinity Lutheran Church we would like to                   

provide guidance to our Custodian, Facility Administrator and Property team for executing admittance 

to groups and organizations.   

General guidance from TLC Task Force, Church Council, and Staff is that most indoor gatherings should 

continue to meet remotely where possible.  It is recognized that limited situations will exist where                        

in-person gatherings/team meetings/classes are felt to be more necessary and integral to the mission of 

certain groups (examples could include groups such as periodic Stephen’s Ministry Training, certain 

Child and Youth activities such as First Communion and Confirmation as well as periodic Child/Youth 

Sunday School, etc.). 

The existing building use policy statements continue to be in place as long as the criteria noted below is 

met.  All groups looking to begin using the facility again need to be following the building use process 

and request space using the event form. 

At all times Trinity Lutheran Church Council, the Pastor or the Facility Administrator have the ability to 

enforce stronger restrictions as they deem necessary based on the situation. 

Note that if Hancock County COVID response level goes to RED, then all gatherings shall be                       

conducted remotely. 

Groups meetings of less than 50 may resume under the following conditions: 

1. A Zoom meeting cannot meet the needs of the group. 

2. If the meeting must be in-person a viable Zoom or livestream option must be made available as 

to not force individuals to attend in person.  Social distancing and proper facial coverings must 

be used at all times.   

3. We will also support outside meetings and chairs and tables from inside the church can be used 

at any outdoor location including the courtyard.  Sufficient disinfectant wipes and instructions 

will be provided for cleaning before putting away materials.  Social distancing or proper facial 

coverings should be used at all times.   

4. Indoor events cannot have food or beverages.  Outside events that offer food must follow the                     

current State of Ohio guidelines requiring the food to be provided by licensed caterers. 

5. Events that don’t offer food but involve competitive interaction (i.e sports) will be vetted through 

the Hancock County Health Dept. for approval.  However, they should still follow the basic      

indoor guidelines of social distancing and wearing a face mask, whenever possible.  

6. Outside groups can use the facility contingent upon council discretion; cleaning & general                 

safety concerns as well as compliance with the County health code related to the preschool shall 

be agreed upon before any approval can be granted.    

7. No indoor events should occur that would compromise the safety and efficiency of the                      

preschool. 
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We wanted you to know that Stephen Ministry Training has restarted. We first                   

began training this past February. We then had to stop mid-March due to the Covid-19                  

issues. Our three Stephen Leaders are training four new lay members of our congregation 

to become new Stephen Ministers. 

We restarted with the topic of Crisis Theory and Practice, followed by Confidentiality. We 

will continue with Telecare/Caring between visits: Caregiving and Communications                   

Technology,   Mental Health, How to make a First Caring Relationship and Bringing the        

Caring Relationship to a Close, Boundaries, and Supervision. Our training is every                  

Monday, and we hope to complete training the first part of November. 

Continue to keep our Stephen Minister trainees in your prayers as they reach the                    

midpoint of their initial training. The trainees are Jodi Garver, Vicki Hoops-Russell, Ivy 

Nehls, and Lori Schutt. These trainees accepted the call to complete the 40+ hours of 

training to                  become a Stephen  Minister back in January. Even though they have 

experienced a delay, they have returned to complete training.  

We currently have 14 active Stephen Ministers. Some have care receivers, but we have 

more who are available to help you walk through these difficult times. A crucial part of 

Stephen Ministry is confidentiality. Everything a care receiver tells a Stephen Minister, and 

even the identity of the care receiver, remains strictly confidential, which helps build a 

safe environment of trust and acceptance that God can use to bring hope and healing.   

We would also appreciate your prayers for all of our Stephen Ministers and their care                   

receivers. If you have any questions or referrals, contact Shirley McKinniss (419-348-

0470), Carolyn Maurer (419-204-2879), Dave Stultz (419-722-4484), or Pastor Will Stenke 

(810-347-8583). 

1 Peter 4:10 (TLB) God has given each of you some special abilities; be sure to use them to 

help each other, passing on to others God’s many kinds of blessings. 

STEPHEN MINISTRY  UPDATE 
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JOIN THE HABITAT APOSTLE’S BUILD—SEPTEMBER 23 

Would you like to help someone have a simple, safe, and decent place to live?  

On September 23, we have an opportunity to work on a Habitat House here in Findlay. We will 

be doing interior trim and cabinets, along with finishing siding and exterior trim. If you would 

like to lend a hand, we need people from 1 PM to 4 PM and then 5 PM to 8 PM. You do have to 

wear a mask or a face shield to be able to work on the property. The 1 PM shift will have a 

lunch that will be ready at noon before the shift starts and we will have a dinner at 4PM before 

the 5PM shift starts. Having three shifts in one day is new this year to limit how many people 

are on the build site at one time. If you want to help build and have some fun, please RSVP to 

the church office at office@trinityfindlay.org.   

THANK YOU TO OUR FOOD DISTRIBUTION VOLUNTEERS! 

On Wednesday, August 19, Trinity hosted another Chopin Hall Community Food Distribution.  During 

the event, 26 Volunteers came and sorted out 16,000 pounds of food and gave it out to 202 families 

and 494 individuals.  We thank God for our volunteers who came out to help, as well as those who  

contributed the funds to pay for this week’s food.  What a blessing that we can offer this service to 

those who are hungry in our community.   

mailto:office@trinityfindlay.org
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Student & Family Ministry Updates 

On Sunday, September 13, 2020 - we will “launch” our Sunday school programming for toddler through 

high school students!   Our Children’s Ministry Team has been hard at work developing new and exciting 

ways to bring our programming to life for not only our students, but their families as well.  Below is a     

summary of age/class information: 

 Toddler through 5th grade:  Every student will receive a “Spirit Bag” that is intended to be kept 

in your vehicles.  Each bag will have items for your child to engage in during our worship services, 

as well as all monthly Sunday school materials.  Sunday school lessons will be a combination of 

brief videos posted online as well as limited in-person group engagements.  Classes will be group 

by age/grades this year.  All class groupings and a calendar will be provided to parents, along with 

other information. 

 Middle School:  This year we will be combining Sunday school and Confirmation programming 

for students in grades 6-8.  This group will meet through a combination of digital and in-person 

instruction on Sundays from 4-5PM.  All parents will be receiving information through email                

communication from Ann Miller. 

 High School:  Students in grades 9-12 will engage in 4-week program curriculum using a                    

combination of in-person and on-line formats.  Parents and students will be receiving email and 

text communications from Ann with more details. 

All Children’s Ministry Programming will be using guidelines set forth by Council.  For any in-person                 

activities we will be outside (weather permitting), and will practice social distancing, good hand hygiene, 

and masks must be worn at all times if we would be inside the building. 

 

New Driver Recognition:  During the 9AM worship service on Sunday, September 27 we will take time 

to recognize those students who have recently received their driver’s license.  Please join us as we take a 

moment to acknowledge this exciting milestone, and offer prayers for the students and their families.   

 

First Communion Classes:  Instruction for the Sacrament of Holy Communion will begin on Sunday 

September 27, 2020.  Classes will be as follows: 

 New students (Zoom):  Sunday, September 27 

 All Students (Zoom):  Sunday, October 4 

 In-Person instruction with Pastor Will – All Students:  Sunday, October 11 
 

Students will then receive their First Communion on Sunday, October 18 at the 9 AM service. Parents 

who are interested in having their child attend classes (entering grades 3 through 6), should contact Ann 

Miller at annm@trinityfindlay.org for more information.   

 

Save the Date!  As part of our Reformation celebration on Sunday, October 25, we will recognize six              

students who have completed our confirmation programming, and will be receiving their Affirmation of 

Baptism:  Kaitlynn Eilerman, Sam Ernst, Elissa Miller, Zach Ponx, Nathan Taylor and Charli Wendt.  

More details and reminders will be shared with the congregation as we get closer to this date. 

Ann Miller—Director of Student & Family 

mailto:annm@trinityfindlay.org
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Student & Family Ministry Updates 

VBS Recap:  On Sunday August 16, 2020 we wrapped up our Rocky Railway Adventure VBS with a                    

Sing-along event!  The Children’s Ministry Crew would like to thank all of the families who joined us for 

this exciting digital adventure.  We were truly blessed to be able to find new and creative ways to walk                  

beside you and your children, as we learned the many ways the Jesus Power helps us – and to always 

“Trust Jesus!” to pull us through.  

Middle School Ministry 
Our Middle school Confirmation Ministry Programming will officially begin on Sunday,                       
September 13, 2020.  This year, Confirmation classes will be combined with our Sunday school 
programming.  Get ready to explore and experiment your way through the bible with our Faith 
Lab curriculum!  More information, including a calendar and curriculum details, will be emailed 
to parents. Please contact Ann Miller with any questions:  annm@trinityfindlay.org 
 
Congregational Fellowship Opportunity 
Are you looking for something fun and safe to do with your family or others in the                              
congregation?  Consider a Drive-In concert experience!  The Drive-In Theatre Tour will be having 
stops at the following locations: 

 Toby Mac – Sunday, September 20, Hi Road Drive-In, Kenton, OH 
 Casting Crowns – Sunday, September 27, Field of Dreams Drive-In, Liberty Center, OH 

Tickets are available online only, and all information can be found at each locations websites.  
 
The Children’s & Youth Ministry Team Opportunity 
We are searching  for leaders/mentors for our Sunday school programming!  One rotation is a 
two to four week commitment, depending  upon the classroom group.  All instructional material 
is provided.  Our program is broken down into classroom groups as follows:   

 Toddler 
 Pre-K-Kindergarten 
 First-Second grades 
 Third-Fourth grades 
 Fifth grade 
 Middle School (6-8 grades) 
 High School 

If you feel called to share your talents with one of these wonderful groups, please contact Ann 
Miller for more information:  annm@trinityfindlay.org 



10  

2nd Antonia Ponx                                        
 Weston Watchman                         
 Pam Fleck 
3rd Stephanie Wendt                
5th Sharon Essinger 
7th Tamera McKinniss 
 Sara Stenke 
11th Bob Essinger                                 
 Laurie Cody 
12th  Peggy Wendt 
14th Nicholas Sammet                 
17th Roen Chenevey 
 Marna Mulroney 
18th  Karen Thomas                     
19th Pete Rose       
20th Duane Beckham 
 Phil Koenig 
 Gene Schey 
22nd Janice Grubb 
 Robert Sammet 
 Milan Karna 
23rd Jack Behnke                                    
 Elaine Willier                                        
24th Ann Miller                                                
 Hazel Reichly                                           
26th Lorraine Sammet                                            
 Nancy Frederick 
27th Brad Johnson 
28th Darlene Knowlton 
29th Jennifer Long                                     
 Erika Bishop                              
 Sidney DeLamatre 
 Travis Hare 
30th  Elijah Rodriguez        

1st Rich Knowlton 
 Marc Bishop 
2nd Eileen Alic 
 Colin Beltz 
 Dennis Inbody 
4th RoiAnn Daniels 
 Tony Williams 
5th Zach Campbell 
 Brian Hohman 
7th Jim Shank 
10th Sam Brisbin 
11th Nancy Koehler 
12th Jake Chenevey 
 Griffin Schaaf 
13th Rev. Tom Schutt 
14th Lindsay Boulboulle 
 Drew Broerman 
 Donna Lee 
 Alayna Wachtman 
15th Brad Wendt 
16th Anna Kuhn 
 Karen Wallace 
18th Susan Frech 
19th Jay Simko 
20th  Larry Grove 
22nd Jodi Garver 
 Brienne Lemire 
 Carolyn Strite 
23rd Vicki Russell 
28th Isabella Miller 
29th Doug Wendt 
31st Brian Smith        

1st Scott Rhodes 
 Emmett Logan 
2nd  Mark Long 
 Caitlin Schutt 
4th Rachel Beckham 
 Brenda Planz 
 Alice Smith 
 Tim DeCooman 
5th George Fruth 
 Shawn Spiess 
 Lou DiBerardino 
6th Tammie Mattis 
8th Joanna Thomas 
10th Annette Lutz 
 Klara Deeds 
11th David Brisbin 
12th Kevin Deeds 
13th Jan Heaver 
 Marcus Bishop 
14th Erikka Hermiller 
15th Madeline Williams 
16th  Matt Taylor 
18th Tim Miller 
22nd Paige Chenevey 
 Lori Schutt 
23rd James Munger 
24th Kay Daniels 
25th Beth Sangregory 
 Rylee Weiker 
26th Sandy Wilch 
27th Blade Wendt 
29th Melanie Walter 

  LINKS  TO JOIN US ONLINE 

 
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC97FQZNetkQh-

https://www.facebook.com/TrinityLutheranFindlay 


