
   

Trinity Happenings! 

 July, 2020 

God is good, brothers and sisters in Christ! 

I am excited to welcome you all back to in-person worship on July 5 at 9:00 AM in the CLC.  We will con-
tinue to stream and record the service online, so those who need to do so may remain at home.  A number 
of people in our Q and A sessions have asked if we do not want those in “at- risk populations” to attend an 
in-person service.  My answer to this is that you should discuss this with your own physician, as only they 
will know your true risk.  In-person worship is definitely a greater risk than watching the service at home, 
so only you, your family, and your physician can truly make this decision.  Please do not feel pressure to 
come back, though we want to welcome all who feel comfortable doing so!    

A ton of work has gone into getting us to this place.  Speaking for myself, I have truly missed worshipping 
in person with all of you, and I look forward to when we can all be in the Sanctuary again.  The Scriptures 
tell us to seek God in God’s Holy Temple.  When we are all gathered in the Sanctuary together, it is hard not 
to feel God’s presence with us.  As ELCA Presiding Bishop Eaton said in a recent post, “Churches, including 
the buildings, are sacred.”  We as humans are drawn to places that we deem to be holy or sacred.  Here in 
Trinity’s building, we have shared Baptisms and Confirmations, installations and farewells, funerals and 
weddings, and many other special moments as we have grown in faith and worshipped our Savior together.  
I yearn for the opportunity to share more of those memories with you.  

At the same time, we must be careful to not make an idol out of the building itself, worshipping the space, 
rather than the one who can be worshipped anywhere.  The church of Jesus Christ is not the building, but 
the people.  The church’s mission is not to worship in the building, but to be fed through worship to share 
the love and grace of Jesus Christ with the world.     

Each of you, your family, friends, co-workers and our community are precious to God.  In fact, according to 
St. Paul in Ephesians, we are the temple of the Lord.  Wherever we worship, we are already in the presence 
of the holy.  We are returning to in-person worship slowly and carefully, because we want to share Jesus’ 
love, not a virus, with one another.  Being called to love our neighbor, even when that causes us discomfort 
or frustration, means that we need to make every reasonable effort to protect our  family, friends, and our 
community as we gather for in-person worship once again.  So, be safe. 

On July 5, I will be standing by the door of the church, wearing my mask, ready to greet all of you in your 
masks.  Even though the worship service will most certainly be different, it will be good to worship in the 
same room with many of you again.              

Let us pray, O God, you have called your servants to ventures of which we cannot see the ending, by 
paths as yet untrodden, through perils unknown. Give us faith to go out with good courage, not knowing 
where we go, but only that your hand is leading us and your love supporting us, through Jesus Christ our 
Lord. Amen. (Evangelical Lutheran Worship pg. 317).  

Trinity Lutheran Church, Findlay 

www.trinityfindlay.org 

Pastor Will’s Thoughts for July 
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Trinity’s Plan for Return to In-Person Worship on July 5 
Our task force continues to meet to prepare for our return to in-person worship.  We are committed to        
having both a safe environment for our return, as well as a well-done worship experience.  In addition, 
we want to be certain that those at home will still be able to participate in the service at home.  At this time, 
we are planning to offer in-person worship in the CLC on July 5.  We will need to wear masks and                  
maintain social distancing. If you have any questions about our plan of return, you can find it at 
www.trinityfindlay.org , and you can also contact the church office, and our staff would be happy to put you 
in contact with a member or the Task Force.   

Frequently Asked Questions About our Plan for Return 

• How do I get a mask? Trinity has a reasonable number of masks (>100) available to given out to  attendees, 

both youth and adult. 

• Will there be hand sanitizer? We plan to have multiple hand sanitizing locations near the entrances and                    

encourage all to wash hands frequently.  Passing of the peace and hand shaking are strongly discouraged. 

• Can I bring my children to service? Yes, but be aware that the nursery will be closed, the CLC space is now 

used for worship (not running or playing) and many spaces will be off-limits to reduce cleaning costs.  NOTE: 

BYOT (Bring Your Own Toys), Toys and activity bags will not be available. 

• Can I hang around and visit after the service?  Again, to make social distancing easier, our ushers will                

dismiss people from the service, asking you to move to the exit as soon as worship is completed. 

• How will we keep folks six feet apart?  Seating will be arranged and added by ushers with 6 ft. of  distance 

on all sides, the bathrooms and other smaller spaces will have indicators helping you maintain the 6 ft spacing.   

• Should I feel obligated to attend?  TLC feels that it is completely acceptable to continue to worship from 

home, especially if you are at-risk or are concerned about wearing masks 

• Will there be special entrances and exits to aid in social distancing? The Property Team is drawing up 

further guidance on entry and exit points to limit cross-contamination.  This will be shared with the                           

congregation later. 

• Why are we waiting to restart until July 5? There are two reasons – first, our team has been very                    

thorough about assessing the Covid-19 situation and making thorough plans for return.  Second, and more              

critically – we are enhancing our audio and video technology so that we can host both a live service and an                 

on-line service at the same time.  We have needed time to acquire the proper technology, learn to use it, and get it 

tested. 

• Will our access to the rest of the church facilities be limited on Sunday mornings? Many of our 

smaller bathrooms in the facility will be closed during worship, since social distancing in those would be                 

challenging.  All water fountains will also be closed.  The rest of the building is closed for traffic. 

• Why is there no singing? This was one of the hardest questions for our task force.  Most research studies have 

shown that singing increases the spread of aerosolized particles and could greatly increase the risk of infection so 

we have concluded that in-person singing will be suspended until further notice.  Even singing while wearing a 

mask is risky, since our cloth masks do not completely control the tiny particles that may go around or through 

your mask.  These risks are multiplied in enclosed spaces.  While we are not singing at this time, this will be an 

issue that we will continue to ask our medical   professionals to review.  

• Will the church still offer coffee and hot water for my hot beverages?  Unfortunately, the risk of 

spreading the infection is too great for us to offer any type of communal distribution of food or beverages.                     

However, you are still welcome to bring in your own beverages from home. 

• Why is there no Holy Communion at this time? On the one hand, it is still too risky to have folks moving 

around during the service and there are too many points of transfer for the virus.  In addition, when so many in 

our congregation will still be isolating at home and cannot receive the sacrament, the worship committee believe 

it is best for all of us to abstain from receiving it.  In a couple of weeks, we will offer a parking lot service, and we 

plan to offer Holy Communion at that service.  (for details see the question the next page) 

http://www.trinityfindlay.org
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• Can the elevator be accessed?  Individuals needing to access the elevator are encouraged to use the lower lot 

to access the CLC.  However, if there isn’t the proper parking available in the lower lot the table partition can be 

parted to allow individuals to access the elevator. 

• Can TLC Members and visitors in the at-risk category still attend in person? Of course, if they are 

healthy, willing to follow the social distancing guidance all are welcome.  The bullet point on “at-risk” was simply 

to make those folks not feel obligated to attend or make them feel guilty for not attending.   

• What is the capacity for the service? Initial setup is for 100, but we have room and the capability to expand 

this a bit further to ~135. 

• How will communion be handled during the parking lot service?  The Worship team is still working on 

final details, but they have purchased pre-made packages holding grape juice and bread.  Family/attendee bags 

will be pre-made that gives you all the information (bulletin) and materials (communion) for the service. 

• Will there be bulletins? No.  We will be leveraging the projection screen for the service in order to not pass 

paper around.  However, the bulletin will be emailed each week and you can print and bring your own bulletin.   

Is the Church Building Open for Meetings and Groups? 
The answer to that question is “Yes, but…”  Yes, we have some groups starting to meet in the building, however, 
the Congregation Council has revised our building use guidelines to continue to keep everyone safe and minimize 
the work of our cleaning staff.  In general terms, we are asking groups to consider first, “Why do you NEED to meet 
at the church, rather than online or outside?”  Meeting inside in an enclosed classroom has inherently greater risk 
than those alternatives.  If you would like to reserve a space at trinity for your group or activity, please review the 
Revised Building Use Guidelines on the TLC website at www.trinityfindlay.org, then contact the church office and 
we will review your request.  If approved, you must still follow our Return to the Building Guidelines. 
 
 
Anxious About Worshipping in the Church Building?  Attend our Parking Lot Worship on July 26  
Since not all our members may be comfortable worshipping indoors yet, the worship team is planning a Parking Lot 
Worship Service on July 26 at 9:00 AM.   Our parking attendants will direct you to a parking place, and you will be 
able to see other members, listen to the service on your FM radio, sing along with the songs, and/or watch the live 
feed on Facebook or YouTube.  Individuals will need to remain in their cars for the service, but you don’t need a 
mask in your car and you can sing!  In addition, since we might have many participants at this service, we plan to 
offer communion as well.  Details will be emailed to each household in the next week or so.   
 
 
Trinity’s New Facebook Page 
We have made a change on Facebook. Please join us on our new page by either accepting the friend invite sent to 
you or search for “@TrinityLutheranFindlay” and like page. Making this change helps the public to see our page 
more easily and helps our Tech Team with the Facebook Live Service. If you have any questions, please contact the 
Church Office.  
 
 
TLC Preschool and Childcare Update 
God is good!  Due to government grants and other assistance, we have been able to reopen the childcare portion of 
our ministry, and every spot is full.  Because of the current requirement for childcare centers to cut class sizes, there 
is a shortage of both childcare centers and preschool teachers in our area. Fortunately, Trinity continues to offer a 
wonderful Christian environment where parents can entrust their children to dedicated teachers.  However, due the 
changes in state guidelines, our ministry has a severe teacher shortage that has led to our teachers working 12 hours 
days, five days a week.  Their stress levels are very high, and we run a significant risk of burning them out and not 
being able to replace them.  If you know of any individuals who are willing to teach, little ones, please contact the 
church office.   
 
TLC Preschool Card and Appreciation Shower 
As a congregation, we can show our childcare staff that we appreciate the sacrifices they make and value the minis-
try that they offer to our children.  During this difficult time, we would like to give them a card and appreciation 
shower.  If possible, we hope each family might take a moment to buy or make a card for our teachers, and either 
mail or drop it off at the church next week.  If you would like to do so, you could also include a small amount ($5 or 
$10)gift card to a local store or restaurant that they could use at lunch time – our goal is not to give them financial 
gifts, but simply to show them that we are thankful for the ministry that they provide.  God is using our ministry to 
offer hope and assistance during a very challenging time.     

http://www.trinityfindlay.org
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WORSHIP PLANNING TEAM: Do you enjoy Technology?  Join the Tech team!  
Our tech needs have grown as we look to do both the live and on-line versions at the same time.  We are seeking a 
crew of at least ten to learn how to operate everything and to ensure we have coverage every weekend.  Three people 
will need to be present each week to execute the livestream portion of the service.  High school students are welcome 
to become a part of the Tech Team.  If interested, please send an email to office@trinityfindlay.org.  

 
WORSHIP PLANNING TEAM: Would You Be Able to Help Keep Us Safe? 
As we return to in-person worship, we are making every effort to keep our congregation members and guests safe.  A 
key component of this plan is our team of ushers and greeters each week.  Every service, we need five to six                 
individuals to welcome people, direct them to the gym, guide them to seats, and usher them back out safely at the end 
of worship.  While not difficult, these roles are essential for us to offer a safe environment.  Please consider helping 
with this important ministry.  We will offer a simple training for those who would like to serve in this way. If you are 
willing, please email office@trinityfindlay.org.     

 
CHILDREN’S MINISTRY: Digital VBS 
Our VBS Crew would like to invite you All ABOARD! for mountains of fun at our digital Rocky Railway 
VBS. Every Sunday, July 12-August 9, a weekly themed lesson will be introduced.  Accompanying activities &                    
instructions will be posted online Monday through Thursday for your family to experience together each week.  We 
hope to make this one VBS experience you won’t soon forget.  The online sign-up link is open for registration of                 
children aged 3 years through those entering 5th grade (in the Fall.) We cannot wait to share this Railway Adventure 
with you and your family...where we will learn that Jesus’ Power Pulls Us Through! 

 
CHILDREN’S MINISTRY: Take Out Church 
Take-out church is a way for you and your children to stay connected with Trinity during the summer 
months!  Each box contains games and activities that are designed to help you Worship God, Grow as 
Disciples, and show Love to your Neighbors.  Each week, from May 31 through August 6, a Spark! 
teacher will upload a video to our Facebook page with one activity in the box for you and your family 
to engage in. Included in each box is Flat Jesus!  Take him everywhere you go this summer!                          
A sign-up link is available on our website at:  www.trinityfindlay.org 

 
TAP TEAM: Mobile Food Pantry Ministry – Feeding our Community 
On June 5 Trinity served as the host site for CHOPIN Hall’s Mobile Food Pantry. 32 volunteers from the                              
congregation, which included adults and youth, served approximately 215 households 7,500-10,000 lbs. of food. Due 
to generous donations from TLC members, we now not only have enough money to host another mobile food pantry 
on August 19, we also have enough to host a third as well.  It is clear that God is leading us to have a profound,           
hands-on, impact on our community.  God is good!!!!! 

 
TAP TEAM: Rice Bowl Offerings 
For quite some time, Trinity’s TAP ministry has had children lead a Rice Bowl Offering once a month to benefit local 
caring ministries. Unfortunately, with the advent of COVID-19, we have been unable to have those offerings continue 
in the way that we are used to doing them.  For weeks, we have not had in-person worship, and when we return to the 
church, we will not collect offerings in the same way.  At the same time, we have had an amazing response to our             
requests for special gifts to the Food Distributions and the Pastor’s Angel Fund.  Watch for updates on when we can 
restart the Rice Bowl Offerings   

 
TAP TEAM: Habitat for Humanity – Apostle’s Build 
Beginning on September 23, Trinity Lutheran will participate in Apostle Build with other Lutheran 
churches in Findlay, helping a family to find safe, decent, affordable housing.  There will be a                 
number of ways that you can help make this project a success: 1) Pray for the project, 2) Sign up to 
help build on the days that our church is assigned, and 3) help deliver meals to those who are         
working each day.  Habitat Builds are a wonderful way for a community to come together and 
make a difference in the lives of our neighbors, showing them the love of Jesus.  If you are willing 
to help, email Kris Hermiller at hermillerinspections@gmail.com.  This is just one more way that 
we can show our community that Trinity Cares because Jesus Loves us all.    

GOD IS STRETCHING OUR MINISTRY! 

mailto:office@trinityfindlay.org
mailto:office@trinityfindlay.org
mailto:hermillerinspections@gmail.com
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OUTREACH/EVANGELISM MINISTRY: Worship at a local Baseball Tournament  
On June 28, Phil Koenig and Jason Broerman offered a brief worship service for families who attended a Base-
ball Tournament at the Field in Benton Ridge.  Through some speakers and an FM transmitter, they read 
some Scripture, offered prayers, and shared a brief message for those wh0 attended the games.  Jesus invited 
us to let our light shine, thank you gentlemen for helping Trinity expand our ministry outside the walls of the 
sanctuary.  We look for other opportunities to worship with other members of our community outside of our 
walls.  
 
OUTREACH/EVANGELISM MINISTRY: NEW CHURCH SIGN UPDATE 
As many of you know, last year we raised money and developed plans for a new church sign.  We are excited to 
announce that after months of waiting, our sign is finally on order, and it should be completed by the end of 
the summer.  Thank you to the many individuals who made contributions that will allow us to reach out to the 
many  people who drive by our facility every day.  This will greatly enhance our ability to communicate with 
our community.  To God be the Glory! 
 
STEWARDSHIP NOTES: New Online Ways to Support God’s Work at Trinity 
Last Fall, during our Stewardship for All Seasons Stewardship Campaign, we challenged members of the                         
congregation to consider giving their offering digitally.  Little did we know how important that decision would 
prove to be!  As the pandemic has caused us to remain physically isolated, electronic giving helped members 
makes contributions simply and easily, without missing a beat.  Other members used the pandemic as an op-
portunity to try out electronic giving.  In total, 19 households have begun electronic giving this year.  This has 
also made it safer and easier for our counters who handle the offering each week and has provided the church 
with a more stable flow of offerings to support our financial needs.  If you would like to consider giving elec-
tronically, please contact the bookkeeper at bookkeeper@trinityfindlay.org to set things up.  Whether, you are 
giving in a more traditional way or electronically, we appreciate all our members who faithfully support the 
ministry of Jesus Christ in times of plenty and also in times of struggle.      

 
STAFF SUPPORT/ADMIN TEAM:  Director of Student and Family Ministries’ Role 
Last Fall, we set a goal to expand the role of our Director of Student and Family Ministries to a 
paid, Part-time position. Since the beginning of this calendar year, we have been                    
evaluating our finances, especially with the Covid-19 pandemic. Our cash flow is stable, and we 
are excited to announce that we can now compensate Ann Miller for her work in this position.  
It has been a long road back to a paid position, but we are excited to see how God will now use 
Ann to grow and change this ministry. While Ann did this role as a volunteer, with the church’s 
new commitment to this role, we expect to see a wonderful expansion of our  ministry to                 
children, youth, and their families.   
 

STAFF SUPPORT/ADMIN TEAM:  Search for a New Director of Music and Worship 
Over the last month, the Admin Team has been working with the Worship and Music Planning Team to       
prepare to hire a new Director.  We have finalized our job description and are prayerfully seeking applicants 
for this important role.  Once we have identified candidates, we will begin interviews, with the hope that some-
one will be able to start prior to September.  Please pray for the Admin Team, as well as the team that will be 
doing the interviews that they might be guided by the Holy Spirit in their search.   
 
STAFF SUPPORT/ADMIN TEAM: Job Posting for Director of Worship and Music Ministry 
Trinity Lutheran Church is seeking an enthusiastic and talented musician to be the Director of Worship and 
Music Ministries of Trinity Lutheran Church.  The director will provide accompaniment for all primary               
worship services and special events; direct or supervise the direction of all musical groups; work with the               
Senior Pastor and the Worship Planning Team to plan and organize all worship services; coordinate the work 
of all worship support teams like Altar Guild and the AV Team; and actively recruit members of the                         
congregation to utilize their gifts to enhance the worship life of the congregation.  A detailed job description  
can be found on the church website at www.trinityfindlay.org.  If you know of anyone who is interested in this 
position, please have them contact the church office at office@trinityfindlay.org.     
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INTERESTED IN LEARNING MORE ABOUT TRINITY? 

We are all trying to make sense of these times we are finding ourselves in. You don’t know what will change in the 

next 24 hours. We are in unchartered waters. It’s in times like these that it help to have someone to talk to. We can’t 

see our usual social groups in the normal way. We see the same family members every day, but maybe we need some 

fresh perspective to give us the boost we need. Maybe we just need someone new “to listen” to our feelings. 

 

Stephen Ministers are good at listening. We don’t have all the answers, but we are there to listen and walk through 

this difficult time with you. Sometimes it just helps to put our thoughts into words rather than rethinking the same 

thing over and over again. We can share our fears, knowing our conversation is confidential. Stephen Ministers can 

be counted on to show up when we expect them to. 

 

With these new social distancing guidelines, we can’t meet as usual. We are all trying new ways of doing things. You 

and your Stephen Minister can decide what way works best for you. Maybe meet outside at a park or talk and/or do 

Facetime on the phone. We have some relationships doing this currently. We also have Stephen Ministers who care 

and want to help others. If you are looking for someone to walk with you through these troubled times, please let us 

know. 

 

If you are interested in learning more about Stephen Ministry, or have any questions or referrals, contact Shirley 

McKinniss(419-348-0470), Carolyn Maurer(419-204-2879), Dave Stultz(419-722-4484), or Pastor Will Stenke(810-

347-8583). 

 

2 Corinthians 1:3-4 (NIV) Praise be to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of compassion and 

the God of all comfort, who comforts us in all our troubles, so that we can comfort those in any trouble with the 

comfort we ourselves have received from God. 

STEPHEN MINISTRY IS HERE FOR YOU! 

Anyone who would like to learn more about Trinity, as well as those who are ready to become members of the church, 

are invited to our Connections Class on Tuesday, July 12 at 7:00  PM.  This class will be an opportunity to learn more 

about our ministry, discuss ways to become involved, and meet other families who are new to Trinity.  If you would 

like to attend, please RSVP to the church office (office@trinityfindlay.org).  For answers to any specific questions, 

please feel free to contact Pastor Will directly at pastorwill@trinityfindlay.org.     

A THANK YOU FROM PASTOR DENNY 

Carolyn and I would like to thank all of you who sent us cards on our 50th Wedding Anniversary.    Over the past week 

or so we have read five cards per day.  And then we prayed for those who sent us their love and thanksgivings.  We 

are blessed to have each other and to have all of you as brothers and sisters in Christ.   We also want to thank Pr. 

Stenke for his prayer for us at the close of worship.  We were up on Lake Erie watching the service on my phone.  God 

bless you all with his love, joy and peace.  Pr. Denny & Carolyn 

mailto:office@trinityfindlay.org
mailto:pastorwill@trinityfindlay.org
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VBS 2020 @ Trinity Lutheran Church 

(Happening Virtually on Sunday evenings) 

July 12-August 9 

We are just weeks away from the start of our online VBS Rocky Railway Adventure!  There is still time to get your 

children registered.  Simply click on the link and take one minute to fill out the information:  https://vbspro.events/

p/f0ea72  Below is the weekly schedule we will follow from July 12-August 9 for introducing and posting all of our 

digital materials: 

Sundays: Packet & snack pickup from 5:30-6 PM.  LIVE on our Facebook Page at 6:30 PM!  Our VBS  crew 

will introduce our Lesson Character Buddies, Bible lesson and story, and a look inside your                 

packets.   

Mondays:  Weekly song, with video showing choreography 

Tuesdays: Bible lesson and a look inside your Bible Buddy 

Wednesdays: Video Skit and STEM activity 

Thursdays: Craft and KidVid Cinema time 

On Sunday August 16, at 11 AM, we will hold a Parking Lot Sing Along with all of the VBS songs that we will be 

learning together!  

Once your registration is complete, you will receive email reminders for all of the activities.  Be sure and find our 

page on Facebook by searching Trinity Lutheran Findlay, OH.  Click on the box for “Like”, and Follow our page 

to see the most up-to-date information posted.  We are so excited to start this digital adventure with you all! 

Vacation Bible School 2020 Information 

VBS Donations 
Our VBS will have a different look this summer!  We are asking for donations to purchase snacks that 

will go out in the packets for each family and to purchase take-home pizza on the last Sunday of VBS, 

August 9. If anyone would like to make a donation, the VBS Planning Team is looking for the following 

items: 

Meijer Gift Cards (any amount) 

Little Caesars Gift Cards (any amount) 

Monetary Donation (any amount) 

Donations can be mailed to, or dropped off at the church.  Please be sure and mark Attn: VBS 2020 

when turned in.  Thank you for your continued support of this Children’s Ministry Outreach Program! 

https://vbspro.events/p/f0ea72
https://vbspro.events/p/f0ea72
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1st Chris Groman 

 Jordan Long 

2nd Steven Siferd 

3rd Dottie Hauman 

4th Shannon DeCooman 

5th Allison Knowlton 

7th Olivia Hermiller 

 April DeLamatre 

9th Larry Busdeker 

11th Carolyn Maurer 

13th Darla Johannsen 

14th Jay Johnson 

15th Lisa Snyder 

16th Abby Hohman 

17th Betty Brown 

 Alexis Ponx 

 Michael Hendricks 

20th Kyle Hohman 

21st  Leigha Schroeder 

 Derek Thomas 

22nd Eric Stelter 

23rd Eli Russell 

24th Kim Hohman 

 Garrett Lutz 

 Isla DiBerardino 

26th Jordan Schutt 

 John Stultz  

27th Richie Knowlton 

 Melinda Mueller 

29th Mike Daniels 

 James Mulroney 

30th Andrea Slezak 

31st Shelly Coonrod 

1st Steve Groman 

 Owen Reichly 

2nd Kathryn Deeds 

7th Robert Williams 

9th  Chris Oaks 

 Landon Miller 

12th Ann Kuhlman 

 Joann Pugh 

13th Val Johnson 

14th Alice Miller 

 Tyler Smith 

15th Kess Reichly 

16th Kris Hermiller 

17th Danielle Stenke 

18th Greg Spiess 

20th Gregg Hauman 

 Bennett Wachtman 

21st Katie Kuhn 

 Ryleigh Lemire 

 Maevis Smith  

22nd John Edgell 

23rd Todd Eilerman 

24th Bonnie Redman 

25th Kassie Eilerman 

 Marilyn Moore 

27th DeWayne Wendt 

28th Jason Broerman 

 Margo Eastby 

 Kailee Weiker 


