
Trinity’s Parish Plan for Return to In-Person Worship  
  

Last month, the church council authorized the formation of a Task Force to help formulate a plan to 

return to In-Person worship. This task force is made up of congregational members from a variety of 

ministry teams, as well as the medical professions.  These doctors and nurses have kept us grounded 

with the best advice for keeping our congregation members, their families, and our community safe.  

The task force received guidance from the various policies of the Governor’s office, the Ohio 

Department of Health, the CDC, as well as the recommendations of the Northwestern Ohio Synod, and 

the ELCA.  The Task Force finished reviewing all materials and produced a Parish Plan of Return, which 

the church council has approved.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Finalize a Guiding Principles Operating Outline for Council to approve – Task Force 

• At risk populations (older adults and those with compromised immune systems) are encouraged to 

  participate virtually 

• One service at 9 a.m. in CLC with live video via Facebook and YouTube 

• Music will only be piano, instrumentals and pre-recorded – no live-singing for the time being. 

  

Overall Requirements 

• All those attending worship will be asked to wear a mask 

• Kids must stay with family at all times 

• No activity bags or toys will be available 

• Seating will be separated by 6 ft. on all sides 

The Medical Members of the Task Force Want you to know... 

As we gently move forward to in-person worship, please be patient with our approach. Our services 

will look very different for a while; things have been changed drastically and many parts have been 

eliminated. There is still so very much about this virus that we have yet to understand.  What we DO 

know is the following: 

 

1)  SarsCoV 2 is HIGHLY contagious 

2)  it is NOT selective in who it infects 

3)  incubation period can be within 2-14 days, which is a long time that one could potentially be 

spreading the virus to others 

4)  many patients are asymptomatic and can therefore spread the virus without knowing it at all 

  

These are FACTS.  What we must do as a COMMUNITY right now in this time of so much uncertainty 

is rely on, and act on FACTS.  As a CHURCH FAMILY, we must rely on, and act on what the Word 

says, which is to love your neighbor.  The only way to combine these two approaches, is to move 

slowly and cautiously as we proceed with in- person worship. With each passing week we learn more 

about this virus and with each passing week we are moving forward...but this is a slow process.  We 

are the church, whether in the sanctuary or in our living rooms.  Please be patient as we carefully 

navigate this time of uncertainty, as we have everyone's BEST INTEREST/safety and health at heart.   

    Lovingly Shared by Belinda Ernst, PA at BVMA 


