
   

Trinity Happenings! 
May 21, 2020 

Moving Forward In Mission 

Greetings, dear friends!  It is hard to imagine that May is almost past.  The times of COVID are very strange 
ones, and every day seems to run into the next.  Over the last month, I have spent a great deal of time on 
two primary things: 1) Attending meetings or preparing for meetings to discuss how to reopen in-person 
worship safely, and 2) meeting with staff members, church council members, and volunteers to offer                 
ministry to our church families and the broader community.  Throughout all these meetings, I have been 
struck by the fact that this crisis has caused us to truly look at how we offer ministry outside of our walls.  
At the same time, the meetings of the last month have also shown me that there is an incredible resistance 
to this shift away from a singular focus on in-person worship. 

In the early days of this crisis, almost every member who I spoke to was thrilled that we could have some 
form of digital worship service.  Now, though, more and more people are pushing for things to go back to 
“normal.”  I certainly understand the desire to have us all back in the sanctuary again.  There are many  
moments when I am leading the service in our empty sanctuary when I long to hear another voice singing 
besides my own.  I too wish to have everyone back in the sanctuary again soon – though I also want us to 
bring people back in the safest way possible.  If even one person became seriously ill or died because we 
rushed things or did things in an unsafe manner, I would feel terrible.  Hence, we have formed a task force 
of members, half of whom have a medical background, to advise us and help us to make sound decisions.  
We are spending a great deal of time working out our plans, and I know that this team is being incredibly 
faithful to God and to all of you. 

At the same time, this crisis has also pointed out to me the incredible need for us to be missionally focused.  
During this time, our congregation has found a true desire to care for the vulnerable members of the                   
community around us, even as we have found new ways to care for our own members who are homebound.  
While we have spent time on worship, we have also focused on helping our prayer ministries to grow and 
thrive, our children’s ministries to be rooted in our homes, our caring ministries reaching out to feed more 
and more hungry people, and a new digital video ministry that brings devotions into the palms of people 
hands (on their phones and tablets.)   God has pushed us out of our comfort zones and helped us to                    
discover new avenues for ministry.   

These are strange and scary days, and throughout them, God has been right by our side.  I am thankful for 
all of the wonderful people who have stepped forward in these days to lead Zoom Bible Studies, to                      
contribute money to pay for food distributions, to be leaders in our Zoom Worship services, to give video 
children’s messages, to make masks for our preschool staff and volunteers, and so many other roles.  These 
are strange times, but God is using this time to shape our church and help us to find our mission.  Thank 
you for being a part of God’s Work here at Trinity Lutheran 

Pastor Will 

Trinity Lutheran Church, Findlay 

www.trinityfindlay.org 
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The TLC COVID Response –What is Happening and What is Needed? 

Trinity’s Parish Plan for Return to In-Person Worship  
 

Last month, the church council authorized the formation of a Task Force to help formulate a plan to               
return to In-Person worship. This task force is made up of congregational members from a variety of               
ministry teams, as well as the medical professions.  These doctors and nurses have kept us grounded with 
the best advice for keeping our congregation, their families, and our community safe.  The task force                
received guidance from the various policies of the Governor’s office, the Ohio Department of Health, the 
CDC, as well as the recommendations of the Northwestern Ohio Synod, and the ELCA.  Last week, the Task 
Force finished reviewing this material and produced a Parish Plan of Return, which the church council has 
approved.   

 
Finalized Guiding Principles/Operating Outline approved by Council – Task Force 
 

• Return to in-person service tentatively scheduled for June 14 
• At risk populations (older adults and those with compromised immune systems) are encouraged to  

participate virtually 
• One service at 9 AM in CLC with live video via Facebook, Zoom, and YouTube 
• Celebration of Holy Communion is postponed indefinitely 
• Music will only be piano, instrumentals and pre-recorded – no live-singing for the time being. 
 
Overall  requirements 
 

• All those attending worship will be asked to wear a mask 
• Kids must stay with family at all times 
• No activity bags or toys will be available 
• Seating will be separated by 6 ft. on all sides 
 
FAQs about our Return to In-Person Worship from Trinity’s Task Worship 
 

How do I get a mask? A:  Trinity has a reasonable amount of masks (>75) available to given out to attendees 
 

Will there be hand sanitizer? A: We plan to have multiple hand sanitizing locations near the entrances and             
encourage all to wash hands frequently.  Passing of the peace and hand shaking are strongly discouraged. 
 

Can I bring my children to service? A: yes, but be aware that the nursery will be closed, the CLC space is now 
used for worship (not running or playing) and many spaces will be off-limits to reduce cleaning costs.  NOTE: BYOT 
(Bring Your Own Toys), Toys and activity bags will not be available. 
 

Can I hang around and visit after the service?  A: Again, to make social distancing easier, our ushers will             
dismiss people from the service, asking you to move to the exit as soon as worship is completed. 
 

How will we keep folks six feet apart?:  A: seating will be arranged with 6 ft. of distance on all sides. The               
bathrooms and other smaller spaces will have indicators guiding of 6 ft.   

The Medical Members of the Task Force Want you to know… 
 

As we gently move forward to in-person worship, please be patient with our approach. Our services will look very  
different for awhile; things have been changed drastically and many parts have even been completely eliminated. 
There is still so very much about this virus that we have yet to understand.  What we DO know is the following: 
 

1) SarsCoV 2 is HIGHLY contagious 
2) It is NOT selective in who it infects 
3) Incubation period can be within 2-14 days, which is a long time that one could potentially be spreading the virus 

to others 
4) Many patients are asymptomatic and can therefore spread the virus without knowing it at all 
 
These are the FACTS.  What we must do as a COMMUNITY right now in this time of so much uncertainty is rely on, 
and act on FACTS.  As a CHURCH FAMILY, we must rely on, and act on what the Word says, which is to love your             
neighbor.  The only way to combine these two approaches, is to move slowly and cautiously as we proceed with                 
in-person worship. With each passing week we learn more about this virus and with each passing week we are               
moving forward...but this is a slow process.  We are the church, whether in the sanctuary or in our living rooms.  
Please be patient as we carefully navigate this time of uncertainty, as we have everyone's BEST INTEREST/safety and 
health at heart.   Lovingly Shared by Belinda Ernst, PA at BVMA 
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The Year of Prayer—Intercessory Prayer Group May 27 at 7 PM 

As the COVID Crisis began, Pastor Will shared with the church the hope that we would soon begin an               
Intercessory Prayer Ministry.  We are pleased to announce that this ministry will begin on May 27 at 7:00 
PM. This will be a time for participants to be focused on various prayers for our church, our leaders, those 
holding political office, those offering care to the hurting, those providing food for the hungry, etc.  We will 
be guided through a variety of prayers and meditations.  All are welcome to join this Zoom prayer session. 
Eventually, we would love to see this ministry be available to both those who are online, as well as those 
who can meet in person.   

Worship Ministries of Connection and Care 

 

The COVID crisis has made grieving the loss of loved ones very difficult, since many families were not able 
to gather for funerals or memorial services.  In addition, the crisis has also left many of us more isolated 
than we typically may be.  Because of this, we believe it will be helpful for all of us – particularly since it is 
falling right after Memorial Day – to gather virtually on Wednesday, May 27 at 6:30 PM for a               
service of healing and remembrance. Our hope is that this service will also be a chance to hear a message of 
hope from Scripture, reminding us of a God who comes to heal our hurting souls, bind up our broken 
hearts, and renew our hope with the promise of the resurrection.  This will be a special, quiet, and                        
meditative worship experience.   

A Service of Healing and Remembrance – May 27 at 6:30 PM 

Should I feel obligated to attend?:  A: TLC feels that it is completely acceptable to continue to worship from 
home especially if you are at-risk or are concerned about wearing masks 
 
Will there be special entrances and exits to aid in social distancing? A: The Property Team is drawing up 
further guidance on entry and exit points to limit cross-contamination.  This will be shared with the congregation at 
a later time.  We plan to use both parking lots, and ushers will guide you to your seats and back out. 
 
Why are we waiting to restart until June 14? A: – Two reasons – first the Synod has requested that we wait 
until after May 31 to host a live in-person service.  Second – we are enhancing our audio and video technology so 
that we can host both a live service and an on-line service at the same time.  We need time to acquire the proper 
technology, learn to use it, and get it tested. 
 
Will our access to the rest of the church facilities be limited on Sunday mornings? A: Yes, to limit the 
amount of cleaning that will be needed.  Some small bathrooms will be closed during worship, since social                  
distancing in those would be challenging.  All water fountains will also be closed.  The preschool area is also                     
off-limits. 
 
Why no singing? A: This was one of the hardest questions for our task force.  The majority of research studies 
have shown that singing increases the spread of aerosolized particles and could greatly increase the risk of infection.  
We have concluded that in-person singing will be suspended until further notice.  Even singing while wearing a 
mask is risky, since our cloth masks do not completely control the tiny particles that may go around or through your 
mask.  These risks are multiplied in enclosed spaces.  While we are not singing at this time, this will be an issue that 
we will continue to ask our medical professionals to review.  
 
Will the church still offer coffee and hot water for my hot beverages?  Unfortunately, the risk of                
spreading the infection is too great at this time for us to offer any type of communal distribution of food or                      
beverages.  However, you are still welcome to bring in your own beverages from home. 
 
Why is there no Holy Communion at this time? On the one hand, it is still too risky to have folks moving 
around during the service and there are too many points of transfer for the virus.  In addition, when so many in our 
congregation will still be isolating at home and cannot receive the sacrament, the worship committee believes it is 
best for all of us to abstain from receiving it. 
 
Can the elevator be accessed?  A:  Individuals needing to access the elevator are encouraged to use the lower lot 
to access the CLC.  However, if there isn’t the proper parking available in the lower lot the table perimeter can be 
parted to allow individuals to access the elevator.  It is difficult to social distance in an elevator. 



4  

The Governor has lifted the ban on childcare centers and daycares, so Trinity’s childcare ministry will reo-
pen soon.  We still need your help to safely open.  Our current needs are:  
 PPE (thin masks) for our teachers,    
 Hand Sanitizer 
 Clorox Wipes (or any off brand)  
These supplies are urgently needed to open our doors, as they are mandated by the state.  If you can help, 
please drop the supplies by the church office. 

TLC Preschool and Childcare Reopening 

T.A.P. Team—Trinity Assisting People—Outreach Opportunities 

Food Distribution – CHOPIN HALL MOBILE FOOD PANTRY 
On June 5 from Noon-3 PM Trinity Lutheran will be the host site for CHOPIN Hall’s Mobile Food              
Pantry. 150-200 families will be receiving 7500-10,000 lbs. of food. A member of our congregation has 
anonymously donated the money to purchase the food! This will be a drive-by distribution with CHOPIN 
Hall’s clients remaining in their cars and food will be placed in the vehicle’s trunk.  At this time, we have 
plenty of volunteers for this distribution.  However, we have had another member make a donation to cov-
er half of another food truck—if we receive an additional $600, we will schedule another day.  If you would 
feel called to help feed our hungry neighbors, please label your gift, Food Distribution and send it to the 
church office.  We are blesse to see our feeding ministry take off in this fashion.  God is good! 
 
Habitat for Humanity Apostles Build for Lutheran Churches  - This Fall 
This build will start on September 23 and will last a few months.  Kris Hermiller is the group leader for 
Trinity and is in contact with other area Lutheran churches. He will soon know the days the Trinity’s                 
volunteers will be helping at the build. If you have any questions please contact the church office.  

Gay Ann’s Retirement 
 

After 20 years of faithful service, Gay Ann has retired from her role as the Coordinator of Music for Trinity.  
In the near future, the Staff Support Team will post a new job description as we prepare to find someone to 
lead this vital area of ministry.  On May 31, we will recognize Gay Ann during our online worship, and               
afterward, some members will drive by her home to express our thanks and wish her well on her                    
retirement.  Please make sure that you join our online service that day to help thank her. 
 
Thank You from Gay Ann 
 

Since our Music Sunday, May 3, was preempted by COVID-19, I wanted to share a note of appreciation to 
all the musicians of Trinity. Your dedication to the music ministry is to be commended along with your  
talent and flexibility. I will miss our practices preparing anthems and special music. THANK YOU to               
Special Blend, Trinity Bells, Trinity Brass, Senior Choir, On a Wing and a Prayer, and GRACE. Please               
continue making music and praising the Lord in all you do. And keep a song in your heart! 
 
We Welcome Linda Knowlton As Our Interim Coordinator of Music 
 

We are pleased to welcome Linda Knowlton to our staff as the Interim Music Coordinator.  Over the next 
weeks and months, she will be accompanying our worship service, recording the digital songs, lining up 
special music, and helping the team that will select our new Director of Worship and Music.  If you would 
like to volunteer to provide some special music in the weeks and months ahead, please email the church 
office at office@trinityfindlay.org and the message will be forwarded to Linda.  Thank, Linda, for                    
answering God’s call to serve! 

Ministry to Our Community Moves Forward 

TLC Staff Transitions 

mailto:office@trinityfindlay.org
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May 1  Christy Bauer 

  Julie Clink 

  Kyra Oaks 

  Bailey Oldaker 

May 2  Cris Alba 

May 3  Zachary Taylor 

May 4  Henry DeLamatre 

May 5  Inez Crouse 

May 7  Judy Bell 

  Brooke Makrancy 

  Mitch Rhodes 

  Corbin Smith 

May 8  Dan Might 

May 9  Ann Thomas 

May 11  Sophie Aschemeier 

May 13  Larry Whiteleather 

May 15  Shirley Schey 

May 16  Janet Clark 

  Chuck George 

May 17  David Russell 

May 23 Walter Miller 

May 24 Krista Wachtman 

  Theo Wachtman 

May 25  Kaitlynn Eilerman 

  Matt Kochheiser 

May 28 Denise Whiteleather 

May 29 Kyle Clark 

  Charlie Fisher 

  Elaine Walter 

May 31  Linda Knowlton 

  Brock Makrancy 

  Cameron Might 

June 1  Kristi Eilerman 

June 2  Amy Jenson 

  Dorothy Robinette 

  Diane Stultz 

June 4  Ryan Aschemeier 

  Ben Spiess 

June 5  Addison DeCooman 

June 6  Joyce Fruth 

  Steve Wachtman 

June 7  Karson Deeds 

  Louie DiBerardino 

June 8  Peter Croy 

  Colin Miller 

  David Rose 

June 10 Marie Cannon 

  Tom Lee 

June 11 Matthew Bauer 

June 12 Brian Planz 

June 16 Brian Beltz 

  Claire Spiess 

June 17 Jerry Garver 

  Kathy Johnson 

  Nancy Osborn 

June 18 Rich DeLamatre 

June 19 Ben Bauer 

  Mia DeCooman 

  Michael Lutz 

  Mike Ward 

June 20 Lori Ciesinski 

June 21 Jonathan Starn 

June 22 Claire Johnson 

June 26 Jerry Slezak 

June 27 Yvonne Hendricks 

June 30 Carol Lee 

  Kylie Rose 
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Fellowship, Family Life & Youth Ministry 

Philippians 3:13-14 

“But this one thing I do:  forgetting what lies behind and straining 

forward to what lies ahead, I press on toward the goal for the prize 

of the heavenly call of God in Christ Jesus.” 

 

Take-Out 

Church 

Take-out church is a way for you and your children to stay              

connected with Trinity during the summer months!  Each box 

contains games and activities that are designed to help you               

Worship God, Grow as Disciples, and show Love to your                 

Neighbors.  Each week, from May 31 through August 6, a Spark! 

teacher will upload a video to our Facebook page with one activity 

in the box for you and your family to engage in. Included in each 

box is Flat Jesus!  Take him everywhere you go this summer!  

We encourage everyone to pick up an extra box to share with a 

friend or neighbor.  Pick-up/Delivery of boxes will be happening 

on  Saturday, May 30.  A sign-up link is available on our website 

at:  www.trinityfindlay.org 

Please join us in a Socially Distancing Picnic event on  

Saturday June 6, 2020! 

Here’s how: 

1.  Sign up for a Free sack lunch (for you, your family, or to share with a friend!) 

2.  Drive to Trinity and pick up your lunches on Saturday June 6, from 11-11:45 AM. 

3.  Find a spot to enjoy your picnic, then snap a picture and send it to 

annm@trinityfindlay.org 

 

The link to register for lunches can be found on our website at 

www.trinityfindlay.org.  Registration is open from Sunday 

May 17-Sunday May 31. 

This is a Free Community Event open to all! 

We hope you can join us! 

Social Distancing  

Picnic 
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VBS 2020 @ Trinity Lutheran Church 

(Happening Virtually on Sunday evenings) 

July 12-August 9 

Our VBS Crew would like to invite you All ABOARD! for mountains of fun at our 

Rocky Railway VBS. Our children’s ministry crew wants to do everything we can to 

keep you all safe and healthy this summer; so, this year our Vacation Bible School will 

take place virtually—in the comfort of your own homes!  And to not overwhelm                 

parents with songs, lessons and crafts every day for a week….VBS will be spread out 

over five weeks (July 12 through August 9).  There will be a packet to pick up (or               

delivery) each Sunday evening that will have all the items that children will need for 

that week’s topic.  At pick up each week we will also have a special treat for the                 

children to take home and enjoy!  Then, Monday through Thursday each week, one 

lesson will be introduced digitally for you and your family to experience together!  We 

hope to make this VBS experience one you won’t soon forget!  An online signup link 

will be sent via email, and available on our church website from June 1 through June 

28, 2020.  Be sure and check our Facebook page for updates!   

We cannot wait to share this Railway Adventure with you and your     

family...where we will learn that Jesus’ Power Pulls Us Through! 

Graduation Sunday at Trinity 

 

Please join us in celebrating all of our Class of 2020                   

Graduates here at Trinity on Sunday June 14, during our             

9 AM service.  Graduates will be recognized in prayers during 

the service, and a digital slideshow will be available.  If you 

are a member at Trinity, and would like your graduate (High 

school & College) recognized, please send a photo and short 

write-up to Ann Miller at annm@trinityfindlay.org 

Fellowship, Family Life & Youth Ministry 
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What is a Time Capsule 
 

A time capsule is a container that is filled with present day things, such as newspapers, photos, letters etc., 
that is then hidden away in a closet or buried in your garden, for a time, and then opened by your future 
self, or someone of your choosing. A present for the future! 

There are no rules – it could be a simple shoe box, which you hide away indoors, or a more weather-
resistant box that can be buried in the garden. You decide how long you want to hide it, and who should 
open it, and most importantly, you pick what to include. 

 

What To Use 
 

The container you choose for your time capsule is dependent on how you want to store/hide it. 

For indoors storage, a cardboard box (like a shoe box), wooden box, or plastic storage container would be 
perfect. You can wrap it up and seal it like a present when you are done. 

If you want to bury your capsule in the garden or store outdoors, then it needs to be weather-proof – air- 
and water-tight, and made of a material suitable for burying, like stainless steel. 

 

Time Capsule Ideas 
 

You can choose what to include in your time capsule – memories and token of the present day. Here are a 
few ideas: 

 Trace a hand of everyone in your family on a blank page and put their name on their handprint. 

 Include today’s newspaper/front page of newspaper. 

 An empty toilet paper roll with an explanation. 

 Include a photo of the whole family in masks. 

 Write down your favorite memory during the time of COVID-19. 

 Mementos from a day trip you did with your family. 

 Make a family tree. 

 

Making Your Time Capsule 
 

After you have gathered all you want to include, it’s time to assemble your container. Include all your                 
chosen time capsule treasures, and seal your box. 

A nice idea is to wrap your box like a present, and decorate it (only works if storing indoors though), and 
finally you must label it with your name, date, when box can be opened, and by whom. 

Now hide it away, and try not peek in it until the chosen date/year! 


