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Contact Information 
 

Rev. William Stenke 

Senior Pastor 

Cell phone: 810-347-8583 

Email: pastorwill@trinityfindlay.org 
 

Church Office 

Kyra Oaks 

Administrative Secretary 

Phone: 419-422-2641 

Email: office@trinityfindlay.org 
 

TLC Preschool & Daycare 
Hours: Daily 6 AM to 6 PM 

Kari Panning, Director 

Ages: 18 months through grade 5 

Phone: 419-420-9894 

Email: tlcpreschool@trinityfindlay.org 
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CHILDREN ’S CHURCH HELP NEEDED OVER THE SUMMER 

With SPARK! Sunday School has come to an end, we need teachers to lead Children’s 
Church throughout the summer. This will take place May 26 -September 2, BUT only 
during the sermon time. After the sermon, the children will be brought back into the 
church.  The lessons can be found at https://www.sermons4kids.com. Everything you 
need to teach can be found at this website, but creative ideas are always welcome. 
Please contact Krista Wachtman if you are interested in teaching or have any questions 
at krwachtman@yahoo.com or (419)966-0025.   

CHURCH OFFICE SUMMER HOURS 

 The Church office will be closed on Fridays, June 7 through August 30.  If you 

have an emergency please contact Pastor Will at  810-347-8583 or Doug 
McKinniss at 419-348-0466.  

TRINITY WOMEN OF THE ELCA 

HOPE CIRCLE    AUGSBURG CIRCLE  

TUESDAY, JUNE 17    WEDNESDAY, JUNE 19 
9:15 AM—LIBRARY    9:15 AM—LIBRARY 
PRAYER & DEVOTION: ANN THOMAS  PRAYER & DEVOTION: JO ANN PUGH 
BIBLE STUDY: JANELLE BUSDEKER  BIBLE STUDY: DARLENE KNOWLTON 

JANUARY-APRIL FINANCIAL POSITION 

 

2019 Budget 2019 Actual Giving  Actual Expense 

                $150,792                         $155,931                     $172,612 

HAITI MISSION POSSIBLE PRESENTATION 

June 9, 2019 at 10:30 AM 
You are invited to a brief presentation on our Haiti Mission Trip following Worship on 
June 9.  We look  forward to sharing pictures and videos from our trip, while also taking 
time to describe the ministry of Mission Possible in Haiti.  This was a very powerful 
trip, and we are anxious to share our experiences and insights with you.       

https://www.sermons4kids.com
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Congratulations to our  

2019 Confirmation Students! 

Claire Spiess, Madeline Williams, Alex Might & Jake Bishop 
 

Our Confirmation students shared their faith statements with the congregation on April 28 at the 
9:00 AM service.  All four youth are a true blessing to this congregation. A very special thanks to 
Ann Miller, Youth Director and Pastor Will for all their hard work to help make this day possible.  
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WELCOME OUR NEW MEMBERS 

On May 5 five families joined Trinity Lutheran Church 

Kyle & Janet Clark 

Louis III, Linnea, Louis IV & Isla DiBerardino 

Caitria & Milan Gray Karna 

Brad, Lauren, Lucy & Emmett Logan 

David, Deneika, Clark & Landon Miller 
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FROM THE PASTOR ’S DESK 

Christ is Risen!  He Is Risen Indeed! 

Dear friends in Christ, while Easter Sunday was over a month ago, we are still in the Easter Season until 

Pentecost Sunday.  At times, it can feel like the Easter season drags on forever.  However, Easter is a time to 

look for new life and new beginnings.  Through Jesus’ resurrection, God makes all things new. 

The Easter Gospel lessons are particularly powerful for me.  We have seen Jesus meeting his disciples in the 

midst of their questions and struggles following his death and resurrection.  Jesus reassures them and gives 

them the gift of the Holy Spirit.  The world in which Jesus lived was filled with so much violence, anger, and 

oppression.  Despite this, Jesus overcame the worst that the world could do to him.  God’s love overcomes 

every barrier.     

With these Easter lessons rolling through my head, I traveled to Haiti this past month.  While we were there, 

God gave us amazing new insights and showered surprising blessings upon our group.  We had a wonderful-

ly diverse team, and it was amazing to see how God used our many different gifts during our week of ser-

vice.  Whether our team was serving the medical needs of children or speaking to them about good choices, 

everything that we did was bathed in prayer and inspired by a desire to share the love of Jesus.  God blessed 

our service, but God also blessed us through those whom we were serving.  The Haitian people have such 

faith in God, despite the many struggles they face.  We were humbled by the faith that we saw. 

An unexpected blessing for me was the inspiration I received from observing Pastor Herve’ (the main pasto-

ral leader for Mission Possible) as he trained and led a whole network or churches, schools, and new wor-

shipping communities.  His passion for sharing the love of Jesus Christ was inspirational.  After being invited 

to speak to a Bible School of forty future pastors, church leaders, and church planters, I was humbled by the 

appreciation they expressed for the simple encouragement and Bible teaching that I offered to them.  Even 

more, I was amazed at how similar the challenges of leading churches could be, despite our very different 

church contexts.  They are actively seeking to train leaders and plant new churches all over their part of 

Haiti, despite having few resources.  

The greatest blessing of all, though, was the significant time every day for me to pray, to read Scripture, to 

share about that with a group of committed christians, and to journal about how the Spirit was speaking to 

me each day.  While I was there, I realized how busy and frenetic daily life and ministry can be.  There are so 

many things that can distract us from what is really important.  In Haiti, not only is life run at a very differ-

ent pace, but there are very few things that can distract from what is really important.  In dying to many of 

my comforts, I found my faith and trust in God growing.  My experience in Haiti has given me a great deal to 

ponder, and I look forward to opportunities to share these thoughts with you.  God’s blessings to you all as 

we move from Easter to the Celebration of Pentecost!  

 

Pastor Will 
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FROM THE PASTOR ’S DESK 

WORSHIP PLANNING TEAM 
 
Every Sunday Celebration of Holy Communion: Come, Eat, and Live! 
In the coming month, we will be return to celebrating Holy Communion at every service.  There are a 
number of reasons to make this change, the most important of which is simply our value that in Holy 
Communion Jesus comes and shares His very self with those who gather for the sacrament.  Therefore, 
we should take every opportunity to receive this amazing gift of God’s grace. 
 

Lutheran pastor and theologian, Gordon Lathrop writes that, “The Meal, Christ’s gift of himself in bread 
and cup, is essential in Christian worship...it is clear for us that such evidence as we may garner form the 
New Testament churches, the early centuries of the church, and from the first years of the Reformation, 
indicates that from the very beginning of the church, Christians regarded every Lord’s Day (every                  
Sunday) as an occasion for the Lord’s Supper.” 
 

So, What Ever Happened to “Every Sunday Communion?”  If Holy Communion is so important, why did 
churches begin to cut back the frequency of Holy Communion? 
 

According to Lathrop, over the centuries, the celebration of Holy Communion shrank, and it did so for a 
variety of reasons.  Sometimes, it was practiced less frequently due to a lack of clergy to administer the 
sacrament.  In other instances, some Lutheran churches stopped celebrating it every week so as to                   
appear less “catholic”, much like people stopped making “the sign of the cross”, so they would not be              
mistaken for a catholic.  Others commune less frequently because they feel that weekly communion 
makes communion “less special” (some have countered this sentiment by asking if a married couple 
should kiss only every other week so that it will be more meaningful when they do?). Still others just 
don’t find it necessary to receive it every week (To this sentiment, Martin Luther would respond that 
“taking communion is always voluntary, though among us the Mass is celebrated every Lord’s Day and 
other festivals when the sacrament is made available to those who would partake of it.”).  
 

As your newly called Minister of Word and Sacrament, it is my joy to announce the return to the historic 
Lutheran practice of weekly Sunday celebration of holy communion.  As some of you have heard me say, 
the sacraments are one of the most vital expressions of God’s love and grace for God’s people.    
 

During the weeks to come, please share with me your thoughts about how our practice of Holy                      
Communion may best meet the devotion of both members and guests at worship.  In addition to the                
frequency of holy communion, there are questions that the Worship and Music Planning Team continue 
to discuss including the means of distribution, the use of bread vs wafers, the inclusion of younger chil-
dren in Holy Communion, and the types of spoken or sung liturgy.  As we discuss this important part of 
our worship life, I ask you to consider both your own personal preferences regarding style, as well as 
needs of your neighbor as we work out this new pattern for our worship.   
 

In the weeks ahead, I look forward to continuing this discussion on the centrality of the Lord’s Supper in 
worship, as the body and blood of Jesus Christ forgives us, inspires us, unites us, strengthens us and 
sends us out in service to the world every time that we receive it.  Fed at the table, we go in peace to serve 
the Lord. 
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FROM THE PASTOR ’S DESK 

What Are Your Favorite Songs/Hymn?   
 

During worship this summer, we want to consider using your favorite songs and hymns.  In order to do 
this, we are asking you to list on the back of the connection card a couple of your favorite songs or 
hymns.  If possible, list what number they may be in one of our hymnals (also indicate which hymnal).  If 
it is a contemporary song, tell us who wrote it or performed it.  We will do our best to add your favorites 
into our services this summer - and possibly beyond! 
 
 
Pentecost Sunday is June 9 - WEAR RED 
 

In order to get into the spirit (pun intended) of this important festival Sunday, we encourage you to 
WEAR RED.   
 

 

STEPHEN ‘S MINISTRY NEWS 
 
Stephens Ministry at Trinity is 20 Years Old! 
We give thanks for the wonderful gift that Stephen’s Ministry has been to our              
congregation.  20 years ago, Pastor Schutt brought this amazing ministry to TLC.  
Over the years it has empowered congregation members to care for one another 
and members of the community.  Through the Holy Spirit’s leading, dozens of   
people have been part of the trainings and monthly meetings that equip people to 
listen, support, and walk alongside those who are going through difficult times in 
their lives. 
 

On October 20, TLC will have a special service to give thanks for this important ministry and to look for 
God’s guidance in moving this ministry forward for the next 20 years.   
 
Do you know of someone who could use a listening ear?  Someone who is going through a life transition?  
Someone who is grieving the loss of a loved one, a relationship, or a job?  Someone who needs support 
while they go through treatment for cancer or some other illness?  Someone who is a caregiver to a                 
parent or spouse and needs extra support?  Stephen’s ministers are hear to walk alongside those who 
need a caring presence.  Contact Pastor Will or the church office if you know of someone who could               
benefit from a Stephen’s Minister. 
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KIDS CORNER 
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Note Regarding Birthdays and Anniversaries:  All birthdays and anniversaries are based on our current information that has been entered into 
our computer records.  If you birthday or anniversary is missing, please let Kyra and the church office know so your information can be updated. 

1st Kristi Eilerman 

2nd Diane Stultz 

 Dorothy Robinette 

 Amy Jenson 

4th Ryan Aschemeier 

 Ben Spiess 

5th Addison DeCooman 

6th Owen Bailey 

 Joyce Fruth 

 Stephen Wachtman 

7th Louis DiBerardino IV 

8th David Rose 

 Betty Kern 

 Colin Miller 

 Peter Croy 

10th Tom Lee 

 Kerri Hauman 

 Marie Cannon 

11th Matthew Bauer 

12th Barb Kochheiser 

 Connor Eastby 

 Brian Planz 

14th Lisa Snyder 

16th Brian Beltz 

 Claire Spiess 

17th Jerry Garver 

 Donna SanGregory 

 Kathy Johnson 

 Nancy Osborn 

18th Lori Kempher 

 Rich DeLamatre 

19th Mike Ward 

 Ben Bauer 

 Michael Lutz 

 Nicholas Eastby 

 Mia DeCooman 

20th Lori Ciesinski 

21st Jonathan Starn  

22nd Claire Johnson 

24th Luke Stultz 

26th Addison Crow 

 Gerry Slezak 

 Nathan Foley 

27th Yvonne Hendricks 

30th Kylie Rose 

 Carol Lee 

1st Ron & RoiAnn Daniels 

7th Tim & Tammie Mattis 

 Jason & Andrea Broerman 

 Fred & Susan Frech 

9th Greg & Shawn Spiess 

11th Don & Lori Gonya 

14th Doug & Shirley McKinniss 

 Jeff & Amy Jenson 

15th David & Cindy Rose 

16th Kevin & Kathryn Deeds 

17th Gene & Shirley Schey 

19th Dennis & Lori Ciesinski 

20th Dennis & Carolyn Maurer 

21st Milan & Caitria Karna 

23rd Denis & Nancy Osborn 

25th Matt & Stefanie Taylor 

 Al & Judy Bell 

 David & Deneika Miller 

27th Dan & Tricia Might 

 Ken & Lori Keith 

28th David & Regina Kolan 

30th Jonathan & Andrea Starn  

 Michael & Yvonne Hendricks 



 

JUNE’S WEB CALENDAR 
DETAILS AT WWW .TRINITYFINDLAY .ORG 

(ALL EVENT TITLES ARE ABBREVIATED) 
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For full details on all events               
please click on “Calendar”                      
at www.trinityfindlay.org 



 

Date Greeters Ushers Acolytes Assisting Minister Lector Communion 

2 Lonnie & Bonnie 
Ward 

Steve & Sandy 
Wilch 

Elissa Miller                     
Claire Spiess 

Tim Mattis Charlie Ernst Charlie & Belinda Ernst 

9 Lonnie & Bonnie 
Ward 

The Might Family Kaitlynn Eilerman                     
Brayden Lemire 

 Jan Grubb  

16 Lonnie & Bonnie 
Ward 

The Rose Family Sam Ernst                         
Katelyn Rose 

Jeff Jenson Tricia Might Doug McKinniss                     
Bethany Ward 

23 Lonnie & Bonnie 
Ward 

Elaine Walter              
John Edgell 

Elissa Miller                       
Zach Ponx 

 John Edgell  

30 Lonnie & Bonnie 
Ward 

Steve & Dee             
Groman 

Garrett Lutz                         
Marin Chenevey 

 Bethany Ward  

9:00 AM 

SUNDAY WORSHIP ASSISTANTS 

SUMMER WORSHIP INFORMATION 

* Indicates a Communion Sunday 

Weekly Worship Services 

Saturday at 5:00 PM—Casual Worship with Communion 

Sunday at 9:00 AM—Traditional Service 

Holy Communion is on the 1st and 3rd Sundays of each month and festival Sundays. 

 

Sunday School 

8:00 AM—Sunday School (Lounge Learners) 

9:30 AM—Spark Rotation (3 yrs. — Fifth Grade) 


