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Contact Information 
 

Rev. William Stenke 

Senior Pastor 

Cell phone: 810-347-8583 

Email: pastorwill@trinityfindlay.org 
 

Church Office 

Kyra Oaks 

Administrative Secretary 

Phone: 419-422-2641 

Email: office@trinityfindlay.org 
 

TLC Preschool & Daycare 
Hours: Daily 6 AM to 6 PM 

Kari Panning, Director 

Ages: 18 months through grade 5 

Phone: 419-420-9894 

Email: tlcpreschool@trinityfindlay.org 
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COMMUNITY WORSHIP & PICNIC 
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STEPHEN MINISTRY 

If you have been following the daily Bible readings that Bishop Daniel challenged us to 
complete this year, you just finished the Book of Job, filled with long speeches 
and elaborate conversations. But in the first chapter, after Job loses                              
everything, his three friends come and don’t say anything. They just sit on the 
ground next to Job and remain silent - for seven days! That would be an                   
amazing feat for many of us.  
When someone we know is suffering, we’re not sure what to say, and we don’t 
want to say the wrong things. So many times, we stay away, or offer to pray 
for the person in need. Sometimes it helps to just have someone to talk with, 
who will listen without judgement. Stephen Ministers are trained to do just 
that. Listening in a confidential one-to-one relationship can bring healing to a 
hurting person.  
We all go through difficult times, and God calls us to be God’s love for them, 
especially when it may feel that His love is far away. We enter into the pain 
and hurt of other people, not as Job’s so called friends, but as friends of Jesus 

who reach out to be those who hurt, as Jesus reaches out to us. 
There is no need to struggle alone!  

JANUARY-MAY FINANCIAL POSITION 

 

2019 Budget 2019 Actual Giving  Actual Expense 

    $187,865           $187,687           $210,356 

COMING SOON ! GIVING VIA TEXT MESSAGE 

Trinity has a new, easy and convenient way to give via a simple text.  You can give                   
anytime, anywhere at no cost to you.  You will need to follow a few easy steps to get your 
account setup. Once you are set-up you will type in the amount you want to give and hit 
send, it is that easy. If you would like to give via “GIVE PLUS+” please contact the church 
office for more information.  
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WORSHIP & MUSIC PLANNING TEAM 

The Use of Intinction   
     

As most of you have probably noticed, the Worship and Music Planning Team voted last month to try using 
“Intinction” as our distribution method for Holy Communion.  The team wanted to see if this method would 
make things easier for the altar guild, as well as shorten the length of communion distribution during the 
worship service.  We will continue to evaluate this and other methods of distribution for Holy Communion. 
As we make a trial run with consistently using this alternative method of distribution, there have been some 
questions that have come up.  Here are some answers to your questions… 
1. Who came up with this new form of distribution of the Lord’s Supper?  Intinction has been practiced in 

Roman Catholic churches for many years, with Lutherans and other protestant churches beginning to 
use it during the 20th Century.  On the whole, this is not a new form of distribution.  It is just new to us.  
Even here at Trinity, intinction has been used for special services in the past.  At Synod events,                        
intinction is often used due to the ease with which it is set up. 

2. How do I keep from dripping wine all over, after I have dipped the wafer into the wine?  Many people 
just lightly dip the tip of the wafer into the wine and then touch it to the side of the cup.  That will both 
remove any excess wine, as well as make sure your fingers do not go all the way into the wine. 

3. What should I do if I forget and eat the wafer before dipping it?  This actually happens quite frequently. 
If you forget, simply return to the person distributing the bread and ask for another wafer.    

4. Can I still use a gluten-free wafer?  Absolutely, we have both types of wafers. 
5. What if I am gluten-intolerant, and I am concerned about gluten getting into the wine or grape juice?  In 

those instances, you are encouraged to simply eat the wafer and pause in front of the cup bearer (this is 
called “receiving communion in one kind”).   

Do you have other concerns about intinction?  Please feel free to discuss your questions with Pastor Will or 
Andrea Starn, the chair of the Worship and Music Planning Team. She can be reached via email at 
aljprms@aol.com  

DIAKONIA IS COMING TO OUR AREA ! 

Would You Like a More Involved and Detailed Christian Education Experience? 
Now is YOUR chance - Diakonia is Coming to our Area! 

 

If you have ever felt drawn to be more effective in the ministries you are already involved in, or inspired to 
start something new in your community, or just wanted to learn more about the Christian faith, but you just 
didn't know where to start, Diakonia may be a good fit for you.   
Diakonia is an intensive series of courses taught by area pastors that will seek to deepen your faith life and 
equip you to live out your baptismal vocation.  There are twelve course in the series that extend over two 
years.  Each course is five sessions long.  The courses are introductory in nature and involve weekly                     
readings and assignments.  Areas covered include: Biblical Interpretation, Confessions and Creeds of the 
Church, Church History, Practical Ministry Applications, Biblical Images of Ministry, as well as a few other 
topics.   
The expected outcome for these courses is to help each candidate deepen their faith lives, explore their gifts, 
and be equipped to use those gifts for ministry in both the church, as well as their personal lives. 
The classes will start this fall, and they will be held at First Lutheran Church in downtown Findlay on                    
Thursday nights from 6:30-9:30 PM.  There will be a potluck and orientation to the ministry on September 5 
at 6:30 PM. 
If you would like more information about Diakonia, please contact Pastor Will who will be serving as one of 
the instructors this year. You can also find out much more information at www.Diakoniausa.org.       

http://www.Diakoniauas.org
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COUNCIL SUMMARY 

Trinity Evangelical Lutheran Church 
Council Meeting Key Items 

June 6, 2019 @ 6:30 p.m. in the TLC Library 
 
 
-Council/Synod Workshop Recap 

 Focus on Prayer and Scripture 
 Are we called to deepen our spirituality? 

  
-Sign Update 

 Finalizing Designs 
 Obtaining Additional Quotes 

  
-Non-Budgeted Spending Proposals 

 At least 2 competitive quotes needed prior to kicking off work. 
  
-Visitation Pastor 

 Pastor Denny will join staff as a Visitation Pastor 
 Will not replace Pastor Will from visitations. 
 Provide a more stable visitation schedule 
 Part Time position averaging 5 hours per week. 

  
-Administration Committee Restructure 

 3-5 Voting Members elected by Council. 
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FROM THE DESK OF PASTOR WILL 

Recently, we celebrated Pentecost Sunday, the day when the Holy Spirit entered into the disciples and                 
inspired (this word in Latin actually means ‘”to breathe into”) them.  The Spirit changed and transformed 
those twelve, allowed them to speak different languages, and sent them out to tell everyone about Jesus.  
Many people thought that they had lost their minds, but many others came to faith because of their witness.  
The Holy Spirit breathed God’s presence into them and gave birth to God’s church. 

Those must have been amazing times. The Apostles were having dreams and visions, miracles regularly              
occurred, new churches were being started, and people were flocking to join this fledgling Christian                   
movement. At the same time, though, things were really difficult.  Christians were being persecuted and 
killed for their faith.  The church was just in its infancy.  They didn’t have church buildings or trained                
leaders, and they didn’t even have a Bible as we know it.  It was a time of great transition and change, led by 
the Holy Spirit.         

2000 years later, it is again a time of transition and change, and God continues to breathe His Spirit into the 
church.  Though many things are changing, God – through the Spirit – continues to be present and work 
within our midst.  How do we see/experience the Spirit’s presence?  Will it be in a dramatic display of               
power, like tongues of flame on our heads, thousands being healed or the ground shaking in an earthquake?  
Will we see visions and hear voices? Most likely, most of us will not experience God in dramatic ways.                   
Instead, God’s Spirit comes to us in worship through the Word and the Sacraments.  The Spirit comes to us 
when we enter into times of intentional prayer.  Sometimes, it will even speak to us in the voice of a friend 
or relative, counselor or pastor.  While God will speak to each of us differently, the Spirit will definitely                
continue to lead us and guide us. 

Here at Trinity, we are discerning where and how the Spirit is leading us.  This summer, leaders in the 
church will begin conversations about:  

 How we will continue to fund our ministry, even in the midst of budget shortfalls? 

 How we can be more effective at helping members of our preschool and daycare ministry feel                  
welcome and valued in worship and the life of the congregation? 

 How we will worship in the future – how many services will we have? Will we continue to have 
communion at both? How will we use technology in the service? How will we use technology to 
broadcast the service? 

 How will we partner with other ministries (churches and non-profits) in our community to                  
effectively serve the needs of those in our area? 

 How will we grow as disciples and children of God?  Are there small groups or Bible studies that 
will draw more people into a study of God’s Word? How can we encourage more people to engage 
in intentional prayer ministries? How can we be restored and renewed in our faith when our lives 
are so busy and over-committed? 

It is my prayer that during this Pentecost season, we will listen to the Spirit and be willing to be led in new 
ways.  Thanks be to God! 
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FROM THE DESK OF PASTOR WILL 

Welcome our Visitation Pastor, Rev. Dennis Maurer 
 

I am very pleased to announce that the congregation council at its June Meeting unanimously voted to                   
contract with Pastor Denny to provide 5 hours per week of pastoral visitation in cooperation with Pastor 
Will and the Home Communion ministers.  This is intended to supplement the visitation that is already                 
occurring, and it will allow us to expand the types of visits that we offer.   
In addition, Pastor Denny will lead worship occasionally on Saturdays so that Pastor Will can have an                        
opportunity to be with his family.  Pastor Denny will not be providing assistance with funerals, weddings, or 
baptisms, as those will be reserved for the Senior Pastor. 
We are excited to welcome Pastor Denny back to Trinity’s staff, and we look forward to the ways that God 
will use his gifts for ministry in this congregation. 
 
Communications Task Force 
 

At the June Congregation Council Meeting, I presented the suggestion that we form a Communications Task 
Force—the purpose of which would be to review and evaluate the various ways that we are currently              
communicating as a congregation.  As communication in the world around us continues to rapidly evolve 
and change, the way that we communicate will also need to change as well.  This task force will look at both 
the current effectiveness of our communications, as well as considering how those communications may 
need to change to reach those who do not regularly connect with a church. 
If you have an interest in Webpages, Social Media, Newsletters, and/or Marketing, then we would love to 
have you join our team.  Meeting times and locations will be based on the availability of those who are                        
interested.  Please contact the church office at office@trinityfindlay.org or 419-422-2641, or email Pastor at 
PastorWill@trinityfindlay.org  
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Note Regarding Birthdays and Anniversaries:  All birthdays and anniversaries are based on our current information that has been entered into 
our computer records.  If you birthday or anniversary is missing, please let Kyra and the church office know so your information can be updated. 

1st Chris Groman 

 Jordan Long 

2nd Steven Siferd 

3rd Dottie Hauman 

4th Shannon DeCooman 

5th Allison Knowlton 

 Alec Rhodes 

7th Olivia Hermiller 

 April DeLamatre 

9th Larry Busdeker 

11th Carolyn Maurer 

13th Darla Johannsen 

14th Jay Johnson 

16th Abby Hohman 

 Nick Koenig 

17th Betty Brown 

 Alexis Ponx 

 Michael Hendricks 

19th Sandy Miller 

20th Kyle Hohman 

21st  Leigha Schroeder 

 Derek Thomas 

22nd Eric Stelter 

 Tom Kochheiser 

23rd Eli Russell 

24th Kim Hohman 

 Garrett Lutz 

 Isla DiBerardino 

26th Jordan Schutt 

27th Richie Knowlton 

 Melinda Mueller 

29th Mike Daniels 

 James Mulroney 

30th Arabella Kolan 

 Andrea Slezak 

31st Shelly Coonrod 

2nd Kess & Kim Reichly 

 Robert & Mary Thompson 

9th Phil & Marilyn Koenig 

18th James & Barbara Munger 

22nd Pete & Dawn Rose 

26th Bill & Beth Wenner 

27th Jay & Kathy Johnson 

29th Rich & Linda Knowlton 
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JULY’S WEB CALENDAR 
DETAILS AT WWW .TRINITYFINDLAY .ORG 

(ALL EVENT TITLES ARE ABBREVIATED) 

For full details on all events               
please click on “Calendar”                      
at www.trinityfindlay.org 



JULY—WORSHIP PARTICIPANTS 

Summer Worship Services 
 

Saturday at 5:00 PM—Casual Worship with Communion 

Sunday School—8:00 AM 

Sunday at 9:00 AM—Traditional Service 

WORSHIP INFORMATION 

July 7 

Greeters: Al & Judy Bell 

Ushers: The Makrancy Family 

Acolytes: Elissa Miller & Katelyn Rose 

Assisting Minister: Jeff Jenson 

Lector: Ian Starn 

Communion: Andrea Starn 
            Ian Starn 

July 14 

Greeters: The Rose Family 

Ushers: Mike & Bethany Ward 

Acolytes: Kaitlynn Eilerman & Zach Ponx 

Assisting Minister: Jan Grubb 

Lector: Marilyn Koenig 

Communion: Doug McKinniss 
            Peggy Wendt 

July 21 

Greeters: Cris Alba & Debi Ward 

Ushers: The Broerman Family 

Acolytes: Marin Chenevey & Sam Ernst 

Assisting Minister: Tim Miller 

Lector: Kathy Johnson 

Communion: Shelly Coonrod 
            Lindsay Boulboulle 

July 28 

Greeters: The Bauer Family 

Ushers: Chris & Kyra Oaks 

Acolytes: Garrett Lutz & Brayden Lemire 

Assisting Minister: Nate Stenke 

Lector: Shirley McKinniss 

Communion: Annette Lutz 
              Jeff Jenson 


